Yardley
Whittlewood Ridge
Increasing woodland connectivity and
restoring ancient woodland
The Woodland Trust is working with partners and landowners to increase woodland cover and
connectivity on the Yardley Whittlewood Ridge. By joining pockets of woods and trees and
protecting and enhancing ancient woodland remnants wildlife will benefit, ancient woodland
will be safeguarded and land protected for the future. The ridge contains a wide variety of
semi-natural habitats such as hedgerows, lowland meadows and wood pasture, all rich in
wildlife. Historic woodland, once part of the 13th century Whittlewood Royal Forests, adds to
the area’s heritage. Linking these isolated pockets of woodland through the planting of trees
and hedgerows will benefit this ancient landscape by supporting wildlife and making the land
more sustainable.
Many of the ancient woodlands on the ridge have been designated as Sites of Special
Scientific Interest because of their national importance and a proportion of these have been
planted with non-native trees, or have invasive species that, in dense concentrations, can
threaten the native biodiversity. Significant benefits can be gained by restoration work that
can sit alongside commercial objectives, where they exist.

If you own land in the Yardley Whittlewood Ridge, we can help you to:

• Create new areas of woodland of at least 0.5 hectares either through our own funding or for
larger areas through the Countryside Stewardship Scheme.
• Plant at least 100 metres of hedgerow.
• Effectively manage a plantation on an ancient woodland site or ancient woodland that you
own.

Should you wish to increase tree cover on your land, we can give you:

• Generous financial support towards the purchasing, planting and initial maintenance of
trees, including tree protection.
• Expert on-site advice on hedge and woodland planting.
• Professional advice on long-term woodland management and aftercare.

To qualify for help with planting trees, your site must:

• Be suitable for planting trees. Planting on historical features, wetlands, chalk grassland,
grassland that has never been ploughed and heathland is not suitable. If you are unsure
about the conditions of your land, we can help confirm whether or not planting should go
ahead.

If you own a plantation on ancient woodland or ancient woodland threatened by
invasive species, we can offer:
• A free detailed survey and assessment of your woodland leading to tailored report with
maps identifying areas of ancient woodland remnants and ecological and archaeological
features of interest.
• Restoration management advice and help with access to grant funding, where available

How to apply:

To get involved in this project and for more information about woodland or hedgerow creation
contact the Woodland Trust’s Woodland Creation Team on 0330 333 5303 or
email plant@woodlandtrust.org.uk
For more information about woodland restoration contact the Woodland Trust’s Ancient
Woodland Restoration Team on restoration@woodlandtrust.org.uk
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