




LANDSCAPE CHARACTER / HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT  |  11

PRINCIPLES
■  Restoration of historic landscape for people, wildlife and the 

environment

■  Conserving peat as a carbon store

■  Engaging with our supporters

INTRODUCTION
Kinder Scout, part of the National Trust’s High Peak & Longshaw 
Estate is iconic being the venue of the 1932 “mass trespass” event 
orchestrated by people demanding the right of access to green, open 
spaces. Unfortunately, a combination of historic atmospheric pollution 
from the industrial revolution, wild fires, over grazing by sheep and 
ironically, damage from so many walkers has resulted in extensive 
erosion of the vegetation and peat of Kinder plateau producing a lunar 
landscape of more than 1000 ha of bare peat. In places, the peat has 
eroded away to the bare rock. If allowed to continue this precious 
landscape will be lost for ever along with the wildlife it supports and 
the carbon it stores. Its function as intact, green infrastructure close 
to urbanisation will be lost. Restoring Kinder to conserve these 
values and functions is essential and has provided an opportunity for 
the Trust to engage directly and indirectly with its supporters and 
raise awareness of the issues and the value of green infrastructure 
to society.

KEY FACTORS 
■  Gradual deterioration of this iconic landscape reduces it value as 

green space that also happens to be internationally important for 
wildlife and in an Environmentally Sensitive Area (ESA)

■  Kinder Scout plateau is close to centres of urban population, 
especially Manchester. It receives an estimated 40,000 walkers 
each year

■  The peat soil of Kinder is rich in carbon. Its erosion results in the 
release of CO2 to the atmosphere contributing to climate change. 
In addition, it discolours drinking water supplies

■  Stabilising the peat by re-vegetating it will restore the landscape and 
habitats, provide resilience to predicted climate change, enable 
continued public access to green space for ever, improve drinking 
water quality, conserve the carbon in the peat

■  Restoration methods include re-seeding the bare peat with grasses 
and heather, blocking eroding gullies to make the peat wetter and 
planting wet peat with cotton grass

■  Involving people in the restoration work through regular volunteering 
or planting events improves awareness of supporters of the issues 
involved and understanding that green infrastructure requires 
management in order to maintain it

FUNDING AND DELIVERY 
The National Trust’s moorland restoration work entered an 
accelerated phase in 2004 since then more than £1 million has been 
spent on it including on Kinder. The majority has been funded by 
DEFRA ESA capital projects grant with contributory funding from the 
Trust. An important source of the latter has been the Trust’s Peak 
District Appeal. The Trust is a member of the Moor for the Future 
Partnership (MFF) which has received grant aid from a number of 
sources but primarily the Heritage Lottery Fund. The work has been 
delivered through the MFF partnership, directly by the Trust’s Estate 
Team and by volunteers.

BENEFITS AND SUCCESSES
■  220 ha of heather re-seeding undertaken

■  350,000 cotton grass plugs planted on re-wetted peat

■  Many stone, plastic and wooden dams installed to hold back water 
and re-wet peat

■  A celebration of the 75th anniversary of the mass trespass event 
took place on Kinder in 2007 and attracted hundreds of visitors

■   Three cotton grass planting events attracted more than 100 
volunteers

OUTCOMES
Has the iconic green infrastructure that is Kinder Scout plateau been 
saved? Have we succeeded in preventing it from washing down the 
hillside or being blown away? No, not yet but significant progress has 
been made and it is moving in the right direction. There is much more 
of the same to do. The hope is that its reputation will be its ultimate 
saviour since the greater understanding of the issues and awareness 
of the value of places like Kinder to society that people have the 
greater the desire to protect it and to become involved will be. That 
stabilising peat by re-wetting it and re-vegetating it can bring so 
many environmental benefits is one thing, that it conserves a slice of 
green space enjoyed by tens of thousands of people each year is 
entirely another.

FURTHER RESOURCES
www.nationaltrust.org.uk  

www.moorsforthefuture.org.uk 

Principal contacts: Matt Doran, External Affairs Manager, National 
Trust, Clumber Park Stableyard, Worksop S80 3BE  Tel: 01909 511004

CASE STUDY 3

RESTORING THE LANDSCAPE OF KINDER PLATEAU, 

PEAK DISTRICT, DERBYSHIRE

STONE DAMS AND COTTON GRASS PLANTING COTTON GRASS PLANTING IN 2007
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■  Planning Policy Statement 9 (PPS9):  Biodiversity and Geological 
Conservation

■  Ensure that all new development avoids damage to existing 
designated sites and enhances them where possible

■  Ensure that development and implementation results in a net gain 
of Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) habitats to maintain and enhance 
the biodiversity of the Region

■  Seek to halt and reverse habitat fragmentation and species isolation 
of existing biodiversity assets by buffering existing sites and creating 
new wildlife corridors between them

■  Identify areas for habitat restoration and re-establish them at a 
landscape scale (also see ‘Historic Environment’)

■  Integrate existing habitats into new development, ensuring 
development provides a green transition between existing and new 
habitats and landscape 

■  Consider the appropriate management of wildlife corridors that are 
important for the migration and dispersal of wildlife and for the 
linking of habitats

Biodiversity should also be an integral part of good urban design, 
construction and development.  It should be incorporated at all levels 
into plans, from individual buildings and streets to master plans.  It 
can be delivered as an integral part of delivering construction projects 
and greenspace provision.

Ecological surveys should be carried out to set an ecological baseline 
as part of the preparation for the new development where such 
information does not exist.  This will ensure that development 
promotes the restoration and reestablishment of habitats and 
species in accordance with Local Biodiversity Action Plan targets 
and Biodiversity Conservation and Enhancement zone maps for 
the Region.

PRINCIPLES

BIODIVERSITY
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PRINCIPLES
SPARC is about sustaining and improving the river environment, using 
an approach built on three fundamental principles:

■  The need to be strategic, in order to link to other plans and strategies

■  The need to work in partnership with others to achieve wide 
ranging results

■  The need to demonstrate all that through practical application

The project embraced the principles of Green Infrastructure through 
encouraging the connectivity of communities thus providing social and 
ecological corridors, with positive impacts on the local economies in 
their particular catchment areas.  

It was based on partnership working with the goal of the integrated, 
sustainable management of river corridors through a strategic 
approach; linking this with other plans and strategies that affect the 
river corridor.

INTRODUCTION
A series of eight demonstration projects throughout northern Europe, 
with three in the East Midlands.  Each project looked at the integrated 
management of River Corridors from different geographical and 
cultural perspectives. Some of the projects were catchment scale for 
example the OnTrent initiative in the East Midlands, or the Runde 
Restoration in Drenthe, Netherlands. Some were geographically 
specific to a particular location for example Beckingham Marshes 
wetland creation near Gainsborough or the Wietze habitat creation 
near Langenhagen, Germany. 

KEY FACTORS 
■  Multiple use of land

■  Integration of river corridors in landscape design

■  Integration of catchment / site policy with other policies / strategies

■  River corridor management and EU directives 
e.g. Water Framework Directive 

■  River catchment planning and economic benefits

■  Involving local communities

■  Education and learning

■  Cross sector partnerships

■  Creating and managing new habitats

■  Integrating and protecting cultural heritage

■  Monitoring environmental impacts

■  Long term maintenance and sustainability

FUNDING AND DELIVERY 
Partners in the project raised 50% match funding from 
non-government organisations and Government departments; with 
the rest co-funded by the European Regional Development Fund 
through the Interreg IIIB North Sea Region programme.

BENEFITS AND SUCCESSES
The SPARC project was successful in promoting the integrated 
management of river corridors in Northern Europe, providing advice 

and understanding on regeneration and enhancing their natural, 
cultural and historic environments; essentially being underpinned by 
the ethos of Green Infrastructure. The highlights of SPARC’s 
achievements were:

■  Guidance on integrated management of River Corridors

■  Spotlight placed on importance of archaeology and cultural heritage 
and guidance

■  10k river restored

■  340 ha of land have undergone beneficial change in use

■  2764 visitor trips to regenerated sites

■  15 further phases of work initiated

■  Trans-national learning exercise developed

■  Trans-national network developed which has been ongoing beyond 
SPARC, initiating further projects  

OUTCOMES
Eight demonstration projects. Tools used by each and the 
trans-national sharing of knowledge and understanding lead to the 
development of  topic guidance notes on the various aspects of 
integrated river corridor management and a toolkit on archaeological 
and cultural heritage management within river restoration schemes. 

SPARC was able to part fund a Green Infrastructure programme to 
assist in the upkeep of Summer Leys LNR, Northamptonshire which 
forms part of a SSSI. 

FURTHER RESOURCES 
www.sparc-project.org

tim.pickering@environment-agency.gov.uk

CASE STUDY 4

STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS ALONG RIVER 

CORRIDORS (SPARC), EAST MIDLANDS


