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Water Grant Scheme – Now open for applications
The applications for this new grant scheme are now open. The window for applications is March
and April, so start thinking about it now. Our 10 priority items will be similar to previous years
but reflects items within the new Countryside Stewardship Scheme. Farmers within the target
areas (same as before) will still be able to apply for up to £10,000 per holding and the criteria for
getting a grant is similar to last year, favouring new applicants, doing at least one of our priority
items, people who have engaged with the project and those who effect bathing water quality
(not us then!). All the information can be found online at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guide-to-countryside-stewardship-water-capital-grants2015/guide-to-countryside-stewardship-water-capital-grants-2015
If you want help with the application please contact Dr Robin Field on 07921941734 (on holiday
1st April to 12th April) or email rfield@northamptonshire.gov.uk.

Last newsletter from me
This is my (Robin Field) last newsletter for CSF as I’m retiring at the end of April. I’ve written
every newsletter so far since we started in 2008 so you might be glad to have a new author. My
replacement is in the pipeline but in the meantime contact Jo Gass (New Partnership Coordinator at the EA) on 07768 276779 or email: jo.gass@environment-agency.gov.uk for
anything you require.

Campaign for the Farmed Environment
As the Campaign for the Farmed Environment enters into its sixth year it continues to pull
together the huge amount of work that farmers and land managers already do to encourage

wildlife, to benefit soil and water resources and support farmland birds, whilst ensuring efficient
and profitable food production.

With pollinators high on the political agenda and building on the success and demand of the
Operation Pollinator Annual Wildflower seed mix in 2014, the CFE, through Syngenta and
Kings, are again able to offer vouchers for this popular seed mixture for autumn sowing to
provide an excellent summer pollen and nectar supply. In addition, this year we are also able to
provide a new ‘Bees ‘n’ Seeds’ mix for spring establishment to provide later season pollen and
nectar and the overwintered seed to support many farmland bird species. Both are compatible
with EFAs fallow area requirements.

We will also be running events aimed at creating and managing habitat for pollinators in April,
and looking at the options available for expiring Environmental Stewardship agreement holders
in

the

summer.

Please

see

cfeonline.org.uk

for

further

information

or

contact

louise.richmond@cfeonline.org.uk, M. 07713 333192.

Metaldehyde
Metaldehyde cannot be removed from drinking water through any currently available purification
processes. The drinking water standard of 0.1 µg/l is typically maintained by blending water
from sources of different quality (reservoir and river) to ensure the final product meets the
standard. To deliver a blended solution, a low concentration source is needed – typically a
reservoir.

Pitsford feeds:
The overwinter data (past 6 months) saw notable highs in the Walgrave Brook and Holcott
Feeder Stream during October, November and December with peak levels of around 5.5 µg/l
(December). A series of additional sampling points installed as part of Anglian Waters
Chemical Investigation Program been in place in Pitsford area since September 2014 in order to
highlight the source of these peaks.

The level in Pitsford reservoir has now receded from the over winter highs but the background
levels of metaldehyde remain around the 0.1 µg/l drinking water standard.

Ravensthorpe feeds:
Both the Crow Hill and Coton Mill feeds peaked in mid-October with a high of around 3.2 µg/l,
these peaks quickly subsided but the background levels in the reservoirs have subsequently
remained above the drinking water standard of 0.1 µg/l.

Ravensthorpe WTW feeds:
Coton Miill stream > 0.1 ug/l from 16/10 to 18/10.
Crow Hill stream > 0.1 ug/l on 16/10
Hollowell Reservoir > 0.1 ug/l from 7/11 and still over (15/12)
Ravensthorpe Reservoir > 0.1 ug/l from 21/10 and still over (15/12)

For further information on Metaldehyde use please go to the ‘get pellet wise’ website:
www.getpelletwise.co.uk

Events
Watch out for invites to any new events. Please email any subjects you think
would be useful to farmers.
If you are interested in finding out more about the free advisory services available from the
Nene Catchment Partnership please contact us at:
Email: RNRP@northamptonshire.gov.uk
Tel: 01604 366764
Web: http://www.rnrp.org/CSF

