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SPACE
responsible for leading, shaping and
developing green space across the
East Midlands, Milton Keynes South
Midlands and Northamptonshire.
The magazine will act as a high
quality visual tool to demonstrate
the sustainable, innovative and
design-led landscape spaces that
will be contributing to putting the
region’s growth area on the map.
These distinctive and unique spaces
will fit within the vast area of this
‘Virtual Park’ linking national and
regional environmental needs to
local requirements.
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COUNCILLOR BEN SMITH
DEPUTY LEADER OF
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNTY
COUNCIL AND ENVIRONMENT
PORTFOLIO HOLDER
Welcome to SPACE, the launch
edition of the River Nene Regional
Park (RNRP) magazine aimed
at individuals and organisations

The RNRP is strongly supported by
Northamptonshire County Council
and is explained in detail in ‘What’s
the big idea?’ but essentially it will
set precedence for Quality of Life
and Sustainability as our landscape
inevitably changes. It will be about
managing our region’s resources
responsibly and effectively. It will be
about working closely with North
Northamptonshire Partnership and
West Northamptonshire Development
Corporation amongst other key
partners. To do this we must have
the necessary knowledge and skills
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in place to meet the demands that
the growth areas will put upon our
green space. The initiative is a
growing concept that supports
greater diversification, enhancement
and evolution of our natural and
historical assets.
‘THE RNRP IS A BENCHMARK IN
BALANCING THE NEED TO PROTECT
WITH THE NEED TO EVOLVE AND
RESTORE OUR ENVIRONMENTAL
FUTURE’
The team will be producing two
editions of SPACE annually, during
spring and autumn. This first version
is an introduction to the initiative
and illustrates existing projects
(‘Tangible’) and potential design-led
projects (‘Signature’).
We will be featuring profiles on
local, regional and national supporting
partners in the development of the
RNRP and including articles on the
progress of the cutting edge,
innovative projects that will
contribute to the success of this new
and exciting initiative.

SPACE
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WELCOME TO

WHATS THE

BIG IDEA?
THE RIVER NENE REGIONAL PARK (RNRP) INITIATIVE
IS NOT A ‘PARK’ IN THE TRADITIONAL SENSE
WHAT KICK STARTED IT ALL?

The ground breaking network of projects will
act as a catalyst, stimulating the economy by
encouraging investments from organisations
and businesses throughout the UK and
possibly beyond. The RNRP will therefore
benefit the quality of life for people living and
working in the growth area and embrace
the multifunctional nature of the river
Nene region.

Over the next 20 years, there will be an additional
200,000 people living in the Milton Keynes
South Midlands growth area. The Regional
Park will be the central mode by which green
space provision will be accomplished and is
vital to the government’s vision of the ‘liveability’
of the area. However, the vision of the park
goes much further, appealing to environmental
specialists and general public alike.

Through the Government’s sustainable
communities plan, it has made a commitment
to creating new green spaces which will
provide high quality public open spaces
ensuring that urban areas are attractive
places for people to live and work.

4

Photograph © Jason Longhurst

New schemes such as the Upton Interpretation
Centre which are being developed by
Northampton Borough Council and English
Partnerships, will soon provide a benchmark
for the facilities and innovative ideas that can
be developed by the RNRP initiative. The
project aims to bring all of these key
initiatives together in a network that will

support the vision for the Regional Park and
define a unified brand for the growth area. This
will support the promotion and the
raising of the profile of Northamptonshire as a
key tourist destination supporting the need for
sustainable economic schemes within the East
Midlands region.

Photograph © LDA Design Peterborough

It is a unique, forward thinking developmental
network of environmental, sport and cultural
projects. Rather than focusing on a physical
boundary, the initiative will operate in a
virtual arena. The projects are designed to
bring about social, environmental and
economic benefits of local and national
significance.

Photograph © LDA Design Peterborough
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HAS IT BEEN DONE BEFORE?
This is not an entirely new concept and there
are several other initiatives across the UK
that are being undertaken such as ‘Greening
for Growth’, ‘Thames Gateway’, ‘Colne Valley
Regional Park’, ‘Lee Valley Regional Park’
and the ‘Mersey Waterfront’.
All of these initiatives have similar aims to
provide quality green spaces and recreation
for predominantly urban communities. The
RNRP however is original as the majority of
Northamptonshire is rural. This will be the
first time a project of this kind will be
developed to provide sympathetic links
between urban and rural environments,
whilst addressing the full scope of sustainability
built on a sustainable environmental backbone.

THE STORY SO FAR…
A wide spread consultation exercise including
organisations, communities and landowners
has been undertaken to ascertain if a
Regional Park could be successfully delivered
within the MKSM growth area. The consultation
highlighted the need for the development of a
shared vision, focusing on environment, social
and economic themes. In the coming year
research and development of many projects and
initiatives will be undertaken, but it is likely that
many changes will be gradual and will take
time, in some cases 20-30 years to be achieved.
Alongside nine initial demonstration projects,
signature projects are currently being
developed as part of the Regional Park work.
These will be exemplars of ground breaking
design, linking to existing initiatives and
strengthening the proposed project network.
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MAKING SPACES?

TANGIBLE PROJECTS
THE REGIONAL PARK INITIATIVE HAS ALREADY SECURED
£1.5 MILLION FROM THE ODPM GROWTH AREAS FUND.

D

The initiative was identified by central government as a unique vehicle through which green
space projects could be delivered. Over 40 green space projects were submitted to the Regional
Park project team for assessment, each aiming to strengthen partnerships and create new
links. A total of 9 projects were selected for funding by central government including:

TANGIBLE PROJECTS
• SALCEY FOREST
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SALCEY

FOREST

SALCEY FOREST IS A MAJESTIC ANCIENT WOODLAND
SITUATED ON THE CLAY PLATEAU BETWEEN
NORTHAMPTON AND MILTON KEYNES.

The Forest has been an important
public recreation area for many
decades, and is a hugely important
area for nature conservation.
The project began in May 2004 as part
of a routine refurbishment of the
ageing facilities. With the additional
funding through the River Nene
Regional Park, the Forestry Commission
have been able to expand the project to
provide additional facilities for the
communities the woodland serves.
The project has delivered a new
2-mile all-ability trail suitable for
families with push-chairs as well as
wheelchair users and a new 5-mile
family cycle route with a new
woodland café. This includes
innovative new wooden bridges to
take wheelchairs up and over the
archaeological features that date
back to the forest’s heyday as a
medieval hunting forest.

In broad terms the project has a
total value of 1 million pounds with
investments from the Forestry
Commission, ODPM and private sector
businesses. All the work is now
complete.
The next phases of the project will
deliver a major new area of restored
pasture woodland which is a key
biodiversity project that will also
contribute significantly to the
restoration of the historic landscape.
The most ambitious part of the project
which is currently under construction
is the creation of a new
‘Canopy Walk’. This will provide a
metaphorical bridge taking visitors of
all abilities from the woodland floor to
the magical woodland canopy above.
The project is designed to provide
facilities for all people in the community,
to encourage greater use of this
important asset and by doing so,
encourage greater understanding of
Northamptonshire’s distinctive and
unique heritage.
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THIS PROJECT REPRESENTS
A FINE EXAMPLE OF THE
OPPORTUNITIES AND THE
GOALS THAT CAN BE
ACHIEVED BY ENHANCING
THE ENVIRONMENT FOR
LOCAL COMMUNITIES TO
ENJOY AND VISITORS
FROM FURTHER A FIELD.
LEAD PARTNER
FORESTRY COMMISSION
PROJECT PARTNERS
ODPM
RNRP INITIATIVE
PRIVATE SECTOR INVESTOR

Salcey Forest Photographs
© buffalo design consultants
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GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE FOR
SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF
GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE?

Supported by key Stakeholders, the River
Nene Regional Park (RNRP) initiative has
undertaken an assessment for the provision of
Green Spaces and Green Networks within
Northamptonshire. This is in response to the
Milton Keynes and South Midlands (MKSM)
growth proposals and focuses on the need for
a strategic approach to planning Green
Infrastructure (GI).

WELL-DESIGNED AND INTEGRATED GI CAN
DELIVER A RANGE OF BENEFITS, OFTEN IN
COMBINATION:
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GI will be delivered through a planned network
of multifunctional greenspaces and interconnecting links which are designed,
developed and managed to meet the
environmental, social and economic needs of
communities across the Sub-Region. It is set
within, and contributes to, a high quality
natural and built environment and is required
to enhance the quality of life for present and
future residents and visitors, and to deliver
“liveability” for sustainable communities. It
takes into account the existing assets and
projects to ensure a balanced approach
towards the building and development of new
communities. It is envisaged that many of the
new spaces will link to new development and
civic spaces by the introduction of access
networks along new green infrastructure
corridors.
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WHAT IS GREEN
INFRASTRUCTURE (GI)?

Improve health and mental well-being,
promote a sense of community, contribute to
reduction in crime, fear of crime and
antisocial behaviour, provide opportunity for
exercise, sport, active recreation, spiritual
well being and quiet contemplation, improve
health as a result of increased physical
activity, such as walking, provide community
resources for learning and training, provide
opportunities for community involvement,
provide a leisure focus and attraction for
people of all ages from the existing and the
growth communities, help establish local
identity and sense of place, improve
environmental quality, e.g. better air and
water quality, local climate control and noise
attenuation, contribute to sustainable
drainage and flood mitigation, provide the
opportunity to protect, recreate and
rehabilitate landscapes and habitats damaged
or lost by previous development or agricultural
change, help maintain and enhance biodiversity,
contribute to the protection, management and
enhancement of historic and natural sites and
areas, improve and sustain land values,
reduce land management costs, provide an
enhanced environmental backdrop that
will assist in attracting business and
inward investment
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WHAT ARE THE GREEN
INFRASTRUCTURE ASSETS?

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
SUMMARY

GI consists of public and private assets, with
and without public access, in urban and rural
locations, including:

The project represents an important evolution
of the GI approach. Previous studies have
addressed a predominantly urban context, but
here it is being applied for the first time to a
predominantly rural study area reflective of
the primary growth areas. The project will
build upon previous environmental baseline
studies undertaken within the county, namely
the Northamptonshire Environmental Character
Assessment, detailed Landscape Character
and Access and Recreation studies completed
for the Nene Valley, and the feasibility study
for the River Nene Regional Park.
The project meets regional and sub-regional
aspirations with regards to GI in the Growth
Area, and will deliver a clear strategy for
green space within Northamptonshire that
will inform the preparation of an emerging
spatial plan.
The project will also act as an enabler to
identify areas for enhancement or linkage of
existing GI, and the creation of new GI in areas
of low provision. As a consequence, the

allotments,
amenity
space
including
communal greenspaces within housing areas,
green corridors including hedgerows, ditches,
disused railways, verges, Brownfield and
Greenfield sites, urban parks and gardens,
registered commons and village and town
greens, children’s play space, natural and
semi-natural habitat for wildlife, playing
fields, cemeteries, pocket parks, country
parks, woodland, historic parks, gardens and
historic landscapes, nature reserves, sites of
Special Scientific Interest and scheduled
monuments, locally designated heritage sites
including county wildlife sites, waterways and
water bodies including flooded quarries,
development sites with potential for open
space and links, land in agri-environmental
management, public rights of way, cycle ways
and other recreational routes.

process will inform strategies aimed at
improving, amongst other things, health,
fitness and access to nature.
Key to the success of the project to date has
been the establishment of effective working
partnerships with stakeholders and consultees.
Local authorities, statutory agencies, and
voluntary and private sectors have played a
vital role in taking the initiative forward, in
evolving the strategy, and will be key to the
delivery in the longer term and the mechanisms
to deliver this on the ground.
LEAD PARTNERS
RNRP INITIATIVE
PROJECT PARTNERS
INTERREG IIIB
ODPM
EAST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNCIL
ENGLISH NATURE
ENGLISH HERITAGE
COUNTRYSIDE AGENCY
AGGREGATES LEVY SUSTAINABILITY FUND

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON
GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE AND
DETAILS OF CASE STUDIES SEE
WWW.RNRP.ORG

Photograph © The Wildlife Trust
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STRATEGIC GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE DELIVERY FRAMEWORK

No dimensions are to be scaled from this drawing. All dimensions are to be checked on site. Area measurements
for indicative purposes only. Based upon Ordnance Survey map with permission of the controller of H.M.S.© Crown
copyright Reproduced under licence No. 189189

© LDA Design Consulting
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STANWICK

LAKES
D

Previously owned by Hanson’s Aggregates,
East Northamptonshire Council purchased the
site with the view of creating a visitor attraction
of local and regional significance. The
Rockingham Forest Trust is currently
managing the project on behalf of East
Northamptonshire Council to enhance
recreational and leisure opportunities. Whilst
this project encourages access to the
countryside it encourages conservation of the
site’s wildlife.
The unique selling point of the project is that it
will combine active outdoor pursuits such as
walking, cycling and water sports with
interpretations of the rich archaeological
heritage and the internationally significant
wildlife. It will represent a showcase of good
environmental practice in both development and
management.
With preliminary research, designing and
planning now complete there is a great deal of
physical work to be carried out including
construction and repair work within the site
infrastructure and a building feasibility study.

Exciting future developments will include play
trails, outdoor adventure activities, a sculpture
trail, visitor and water sport facilities.
This exciting project has many potential
benefits for the local communities, whether as
individuals, families or interest/activity groups.
The Rockingham Forest Trust is specifically
developing facilities to interest young people,
in consultation with various youth groups.
LEAD PARTNERS
ROCKINGHAM FOREST TRUST
EAST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNCIL
PROJECT PARTNERS
ODPM
RNRP INITIATIVE
ENVIRONMENT AGENCY
CCP LEISURE TRUST
HEARTLANDS PRIMARY CARE TRUST
BARCLAYS BANK
HERITAGE LOTTERY FUND
COUNTRYSIDE AGENCY
AGGREGATES LEVY SUSTAINABILITY FUND
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SITUATED AT THE CENTRE OF REGIONAL PARK,
STANWICK LAKES COVERS 500 ACRES OF
FORMER GRAVEL PITS IN THE NENE VALLEY.

BARNES MEADOW
WET GRASSLAND CREATION

Barnes Meadow Local Nature Reserve is a
much underused area of green space lying on
the floodplain of the River Nene at the southern
edge of Northampton. The low-lying fields are
managed as hay meadows and as a result of
their dry nature the biodiversity value of the
fields is extremely low.
PUBLIC ACCESS IS ENCOURAGED ONTO
THESE MEADOWS. THE AREA HAS BEEN
TARGETED FOR THE CREATION OF WET AND
MARSHY GRASSLAND TO HELP REVERSE
THE DECLINE IN ASSOCIATED SPECIES
WITHIN THIS HABITAT TYPE, ESPECIALLY
WADING BIRDS FOR WHICH THE COUNTY IS
OF NATIONAL IMPORTANCE.
Initial assessment work has begun to create
an impressive wildlife and community
resource. Under the banner of the River Nene
Regional Park the Wildlife Trust for
Northamptonshire has been awarded funding
from the Growth Area Fund to initiate this project.

attractive community greenspace within walking
distance of Northampton town centre
and surrounding housing and commercial
development.
The project area also lies within the boundary
of the site of the 15th century battlefield of
Northampton, which took place on the 10th of
July 1460, as part of the Wars of the Roses.
The battlefield is of national importance so
therefore the proposed works will be designed
sympathetically to the existing heritage value.
However, the project will involve an investigation
into the battle of Northampton and interpretative
information will be provided which encourages
a greater appreciation of the historic and
wildlife assets of the area. The project will
build on works previously carried out by the

Environment Agency which showed that
attractive wetland areas can be created relatively
easily in this area.
Further Environment Agency funded work this
year will include safety works on the large
willows close to the Nene to ensure that high
winds do not blow over the stems and result in
the destruction of the trees.
LEAD PARTNERS
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE WILDLIFE TRUST
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
PROJECT PARTNERS
ODPM
RNRP INITIATIVE

Photograph © Dr Janet Jackson UCN
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AREAS OF WET AND MARSHY GRASSLAND
HABITAT IN NORTHAMPTONSHIRE HAVE
SIGNIFICANTLY DECLINED OVER THE LAST
FEW DECADES WITH LESS THAN 5%
NOW REMAINING.

The project will improve the biodiversity value of
the Local Nature Reserve by transforming the
fields into a complex of permanent pools and
seasonally wet scrapes, which will be
particularly attractive to wading birds and
invertebrates including dragonflies. Access
improvements will be carried out providing

Cities Revealed® aerial photography copyright
The GeoInformation® Group, 2000
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CHESTER FARM
A HIDDEN TREASURE
FROM THE A45 BETWEEN WELLINGBOROUGH AND RUSHDEN
AT IRCHESTER, PASSERS BY WILL HAVE SEEN THE HIGHWAYS
INFRASTRUCTURE OF THE VICTORIA BUSINESS PARK UNDER
WAY AND MAY NOT REALISE THAT, JUST TO THE EAST, IS THE
REMARKABLE SITE OF CHESTER FARM.

D

This historic landscape, including a scheduled
ancient monument and a group of traditional
buildings, has been secured by Northamptonshire
County Council who will ensure its long term
protection through the establishment of a
Heritage Park. This is one of the first new
facilities to be established in the developing
River Nene Regional Park, and it will form part
of the wider Green Infrastructure provision for
Northamptonshire.
The Heritage Park is currently in the early
stages of its development and it is anticipated
that it will be publicly accessible in the spring of
2006. Visitors will be able to see archaeological
earthwork features, including a complete buried
walled Roman Town and a Deserted Medieval
Village, and four centuries of buildings that,
collectively, represent over two thousand years
of history.
Plans for opening the site to the public
are at an advanced stage, having been
informed by essential archaeological and
other condition surveys.
These have included a number of archaeological
techniques, such as geophysical surveys,
(which viewers of Time Team will be familiar
with), which will inform a conservation plan that
will be used to help manage the archaeology,
historic buildings and ecology on the site in an

exemplary manner. This approach will be
central to the philosophy of the research and
training programme that will be available at
Chester farm.
Work on the construction of a new vehicular
access has already begun and the first phase of
works on the farm buildings, the repair and
reinstatement of the welsh slate roofs and some
stone walls, has been completed as part of a
longer term programme to bring the buildings
back into sound condition and beneficial use.
Visitors to the site, when it opens in 2006, will not
only be able to have access to the earthworks but
will be able to see the development of the
buildings through on site interpretation.
LEAD PARTNERS
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
PROJECT PARTNERS
ODPM
RNRP INITIATIVE
BOROUGH COUNCIL OF WELLINGBOROUGH
ENGLISH HERITAGE
WILDLIFE TRUST
DEPARTMENT FOR ENVIRONMENTAL,
FARMING AND RURAL AFFAIRS
RURAL DEVELOPMENT SERVICE
ProLogis
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNCILS ASSOCIATION
HERITAGE GROUP
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Cities Revealed® aerial
photography copyright The
GeoInformation® Group, 2000

KINGFISHER
LODGE
ENVIRONMENTAL STUDY CENTRE
BARNWELL COUNTRY PARK
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The numbers of school and community groups
using Barnwell Country Park has steadily
increased and as a result there has been a
need to provide a purpose built education centre.
Essential rangers’ equipment such as pond
dipping nets, id charts, IT and development of the
“Natures Recyclers” package have been paid for
by the growth areas funding secured by the River
Nene Regional Park. The funds have also paid
for furnishing the building and have covered
costs for disability access paths. The lodge is
mainly used as a study room and at present is
fully booked on days during the spring and summer
months. Visiting students will work with education
rangers on a variety of environmental packages
such as the new “Natures Recyclers”. This runs
in partnership with the Northamptonshire
County Council Waste Education Team.

The lodge is also used for public events and
training days hosted by the rangers. It is
available for hire to local community groups,
businesses and children’s birthday parties.
The income generated from these activities
will support the running and maintenance
costs of the building and education service
providing an exemplar that can be
complemented and built on by the Regional
Park initiative.
LEAD PARTNERS
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
PROJECT PARTNERS
ODPM
RNRP INITIATIVE
COUNTRYSIDE AGENCY
AGGREGATES LEVY SUSTAINABILITY FUND
THE CORBY ENVIRONMENTAL TRUST

THE NENE WAY
D

The project is supported by the growth areas fund
and aims to update the existing route providing
adaptable, diverse and multi-functional bridges
between town and country. The access that this
core ‘backbone’ route provides supports the goals
of the Regional Park providing opportunities for
health, recreation, and education. Implementation
of this project will improve existing facilities and
create new cycling, walking and riding routes. The
Nene Way lies at the heart of the River Nene
Regional Park and its redevelopment will ensure
that sustainable linkages exist between identified
growth areas, both urban and rural. Working with
the support of local landowners, Parish Councils,
user groups and other interested parties,
Northamptonshire County Councils Rights of Way

department have upgraded sections of the route
between Badby and Kislingbury. These sections
have been made accessible to a wider range of
users through the removal of a number of stiles and
dilapidated gates. These have been replaced with
standard kissing gates, disabled / pushchair kissing
gates, bridle gates or gaps where appropriate.
LEAD PARTNER
RNRP INITIATIVE
PROJECT PARTNERS
ODPM
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
COUNTRYSIDE AGENCY
AGGREGATES LEVY SUSTAINABILITY FUND
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THIS LONG DISTANCE PATH WAS CREATED IN THE LATE 1980’S AND IS PART
OF THE 3000KMS PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY NETWORK THROUGHOUT
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE.

MARTIN MOORE

COMMUNITY

WOODLAND
THE PLANTING IS NOW IN PROGRESS ON THIS PROJECT WHICH
HAS BEEN DESIGNED TO CREATE COMMUNITY WOODLAND
NEAR BOUGHTON ON THE EDGE OF NORTHAMPTON.

The River Nene Regional Park in
partnership with Northamptonshire
County Council, Martin Moore Ltd
and
the
International
Tree
Foundation (ITF) have put forward
funding and support to implement
this project. Martin Moore has
pledged that for every kitchen they
sell, a tree will be planted on the
site and the International Tree
Foundation has offered expert
advice and support during the
planting and management stages.
Northamptonshire County Council
have produced a management plan

The future stage of this community
led project is the establishment of a
local community group that will
oversee the planting and day to day
management of the site which in
turn gives the local community a
sense of pride and ownership. This
exciting project once established
will demonstrate how the River
Nene Regional Park will assist in
providing publicly accessible green
spaces for new and existing
communities.

Photograph © RNRP

A mix of local species of trees and
grassland will be planted to create a
diverse habitat including wildflower
grassland, scrub and woodland.
This contributes to the aims of
the Northamptonshire Biodiversity
Action Plan.

and innovative planting scheme that
incorporates several magical walks
through the woodland environment
that will potentially open up into
hidden corners containing colourful
wildflower meadows.

LEAD PARTNER
RNRP INITIATIVE
INTERNATIONAL TREE FOUNDATION
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNTY
COUNCIL
PROJECT PARTNERS
ODPM
MARTIN MOORE MANUFACTURING
LIMITED
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Photograph © RNRP

The aim is to provide an area of high
biodiversity value for light recreational
use allowing visitors to mingle with
the natural environment and pursue
wildlife interests. The site consists
of 7.5ha of ex-agricultural fields.
Access is from the Brampton Valley
Way and Boughton Lane.

Photograph © RNRP
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RIVER NENE REGIONAL PARK

LAND
ADVISOR
ONE OF THE KEY ISSUES IDENTIFIED IN THE EARLY STAGES OF DEVELOPING THE REGIONAL
PARK CONCEPT WAS HOW TO ENGAGE WITH THE LARGE NUMBER OF LANDOWNERS THAT
EXIST WITHIN THE REGIONAL PARK AREA. BY CREATING THE POST OF RIVER NENE REGIONAL
PARK (RNRP) LAND ADVISOR, THE PROJECT TEAM HAS ENSURED THAT THERE IS A DIRECT
LINK TO THE LANDOWNER COMMUNITY.

D

The greater pressure that will be put upon
farmland as a result of the new growth agenda
and the need for increased recreation for the
resulting growth in population could lead to
negative impacts on the environment. By
providing an independent landowner conservation
and advisory service the RNRP can diversify and
enhance its environmental assets and help to
bridge the gaps that exist between existing and
proposed green spaces and the surrounding
environment.
THE PRIMARY TASKS OF THE PROJECT
OFFICER WILL BE TO:
• bring land into favourable environmental
management through agri-environment
scheme agreements,
• raise awareness of environmental and
conservation issues on private land through
an advisory service,
• organise events and training days for
the landowner community and
• provide information through a variety of
media

This will support a raising awareness of the
landscape, conservation and historic features
on farmers and landowners land will build on a
greater understanding of how to manage these
assets in a sustainable and sympathetic way.
Securing grant aid via agri-environment
schemes will assist in regeneration of the rural
economy and will support agricultural and
skilled rural contractor jobs through work such
as hedge laying, pond creation, woodland
planting and management and traditional land
management practices such as hay making,
shrub coppicing and willow pollarding.
By informing landowners of the need for
sustainable
land
management,
the
environment of the RNRP area will be
improved over time and the numbers of key
local BAP species will be increased because
their habitats have been brought into
favourable management, thus conserving the
natural heritage of the region.
THE RNRP LAND ADVISOR, BECKY WARD IS
NOW IN POST AND WILL FOCUS HER WORK
WITHIN THE RNRP AREA OF OPERATION.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE
CONTACT BECKY ON 01604 237648.
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LEAD PARTNERS
RNRP INITIATIVE
ROCKINGHAM FOREST TRUST
ENGLISH NATURE
PROJECT PARTNERS
ODPM
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
FARMING AND WILDLIFE ADVISORY GROUP
NATIONAL FARMERS UNION
COUNTRY LAND AND BUSINESS
ASSOCIATION
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT,
FARMING AND RURAL AFFAIRS
RURAL DEVELOPMENT SERVICE
LINKING ENVIRONMENT AND FARMING

LOCAL PROFILE
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE IS SET TO ATTRACT AN INCREASED
NUMBER OF VISITORS FROM THROUGHOUT THE UK AND
OVERSEAS, FOLLOWING THE LAUNCH OF EXPLORE
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE, THE COUNTY’S BUSINESS AND
LEISURE TOURISM PROMOTION AGENCY.

DAVID RANDALL, HEAD OF EXPLORE
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

D

Explore Northamptonshire is underpinned by
the long term commitment of many private and
public sector organisations and aims not only to
increase the value of the county’s tourism
business, but also to secure jobs and contribute
to the economic development of the area.
To raise the profile of the county and its many
hidden gems, Explore Northamptonshire is
developing an interesting programme of
promotional activities including a new literature
suite,
and
comprehensive
destination
management system, which forms the
backbone of a dynamic website with
accommodation booking facility, which makes it
easier than ever before to plan an overnight trip
to the county.
Another key focus is on the development of one
voice for the county’s tourism industry so that
the sector can be represented on issues such as
the Milton Keynes South Midlands growth
strategy, and other local regeneration projects.
David Randall, Chief Executive of Explore
Northamptonshire, said:“The income generated
through tourism in Northamptonshire currently
stands at around £600 million per year, a figure

which could dramatically increase through
improved tourism promotion.
“This new, joined up approach marks a
significant milestone for Northamptonshire
tourism. For too long, people have known
Northamptonshire as the place they drive past
when they are on the M1 and it is time that one
body, working with partners, brings the county
to the fore as a quality destination for leisure
and business visitors.

that are coming into fruition and these will
further highlight the quality tourism offer we
have in Northamptonshire. The River Nene
Regional Park Initiative is a prime example of
the county’s tourism progress. Eco-tourism is
a key growth area and a rapidly increasing
number of people are demanding eco-tourist
attractions. The project harnesses this
superbly and gives Northampton an innovative
showpiece.”

“We already have a wealth of quality leisure
attractions, conference venues and many more,
such as the River Nene Regional Park Project,
in the pipeline. With the continued commitment
of government, local bodies and private
companies, there is no reason why
Northamptonshire cannot become a key player
in the UK tourism market.”

David, who previously promoted tourism in
Nottinghamshire, is working with business
leaders from both the private and public
sector, such as Future Northampton and
Catalyst Corby, to ensure the tourism needs
of the county are considered within their
own agendas.

Those interested in tourism developments
in the county should contact Explore
Northamptonshire on 01604 686567.

DAVID RANDALL, HEAD OF EXPLORE
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE, THE COUNTY’S
N E W B U S I N E SS A N D L E I S U R E
TOURISM PROMOTION AGENCY, IS
CONFIDENT THAT THE COUNTY IS
HEADING TOWARDS A TOURISM BOOM.
“There is a great buzz about the future of the
county,” says David. “There are so many
regeneration, growth and tourism projects
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Along with his team of a dozen marketing
and tourism professionals at Explore
Northamptonshire, based at Lamport, David is
also working closely with hoteliers, attraction
managers and others in the tourism sector to
develop the Northamptonshire brand, address
skills issues and prepare for the future.
“What puts us ahead of the rest,” explains
David, “is the enthusiasm of people in the
tourism industry who know how special
Northamptonshire is and who will do
everything they can to make sure we put the
county on the map. We can become one of the
most attractive destinations in the UK by
seizing this enthusiasm and the efforts of
government and other local partners.”

SIGNATURE PROJECTS

THE RIVER NENE
REGIONAL PARK (RNRP) INITIATIVE
SIGNATURE
PROJECTS
ARE
ALSO BEING UNDERTAKEN AND
DEVELOPED AS PART OF THE RNRP
INITIATIVE AND WILL COMPLIMENT
THE TANGIBLE PROJECTS.
WHAT ARE SIGNATURE PROJECTS?
Signature Projects are major initiatives that
will benchmark and raise the standard within
the environmental, social and economic
realms. These projects are now seeking
direct capital funding to deliver key assets on
the ground and will act as major attractors to
the growth area. Each will have a unique asset
in relation to sustainability, the growth agenda
and environmental sustainability. They will be
funded by both the public and private sectors
enabling some of the projects and services to
be independent of the council, thus reducing
financial costs.
Projects will be research and design-led
innovative initiatives that are distinctive and
unique and will contribute to putting
Northamptonshire and the East Midlands
Growth area on the map. This will have a
major impact on the region’s Sustainable
Development and therefore support the social,
environmental and economic prosperity of
Northamptonshire. They are key projects that
are essential to attracting new visitors to the
region through the development of ‘green’
tourism and they will seek to create beautiful
and remarkable spaces which respect the
built, natural and historic environment.

To achieve international recognition the
projects will incorporate outstanding learning
environments for schools, local communities
and visitors e.g. Centre for Sports Excellence.
They will contain iconic buildings, natural and
designed landscapes and major environmental
arts schemes e.g. Nene Gateways and
Northampton Cultural Mile. They will provide
a centre of Innovation and Environmental
research.
As the initiatives will be both rural and urban
spaces that aim to provide links within the
spatial framework of the Regional Park it is
envisaged that many of these spaces will link
to new development and civic spaces by the
introduction of access networks along new
green infrastructure corridors.

The Green Infrastructure strategy will provide
the foundations for development of these
initiatives at strategic level within the spatial
planning of the RNRP and the region. This
infrastructure recognises the need for a clear
strategy for green spaces and links National
and Regional environmental needs at a local
scale. This will allow projects to build on
existing and new initiatives across the vast
area of this ‘Virtual Park’. Projects will be
both tangible and sustainable being delivered
in partnership.

HOW DO THE SIGNATURE PROJECTS FIT
WITHIN THE RNRP FRAMEWORK?
The RNRP is now focusing on sustainable
development that will enhance the rural and
urban fringe, providing environment led,
innovative design solutions in a positive
response to the projected growth area of the
region. This is now being achieved through
the delivery of Tangible Projects and through
the concept and delivery of Signature Projects
that are sustainable in social, economic and
environment terms. The Signature Projects
will be exemplar initiatives, landmark
buildings, natural and designed landscapes
and major environmental arts projects or
iconic structures at key locations within the
Park. They will be designed by leading
regionally and nationally known architects and
designers, potentially through international
competition acting as ‘beacons’ of the
Regional Park concept.
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Inn the park, Gideon Hart photography © CABE

MAKING CONNECTIONS BETWEEN
• People and the natural landscape, including
voluntary or community-owned projects to
improve the local environment
• The main centres of population or centres
of recreation, culture and heritage
• The urban and rural environment
• Health, recreation and leisure.
DEVELOPING
to improve
landscape
environment
management

AND TESTING new techniques
sustainability in business,
enhancement,
the
built
and leisure and recreation

DEMONSTRATING Best Practice in Sustainable
Development and Management techniques
USING the environment and landscape as a
tool for research, the promotion of lifelong
learning, cultural and sporting activities

INVESTING in resources and new skills for
business and the community, including
programmes designed to encourage business
improvement through resource efficiency, to
protect, develop and manage landscape or
heritage features, or to promote Active and
Involved Communities
STAGE ONE – ‘EARLY CONCEPTS’
The following projects are initial concepts
where opportunities for the possible future
development of Signature projects have been
recognised. Feasibility studies have been
carried out on some of these concepts and
some have been identified by SSG holders.
CENTRES OF EXCELLENCE FOR
ENVIRONMENTAL RESEARCH AND
INNOVATION
• Rural Skills Centre, Deene Park
• Stanwick Lakes, East Northants
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ARTS AND CULTURAL NETWORK
• Nene Gateways
• Centre of England Arts Network (Daventry,
Weedon, Swan Valley, Northampton, Castle
Ashby, Yardley Chase, Wellingborough,
Kelmarsh, Fermyn Woods, Sudborough Green)
• Yardley Chase (Cultural Trail)
• Fermyn Woods Sculpture Project

Inn the park, Gideon Hart photography © CABE

FIVE MAIN THEMES WILL BE INCORPORATED
INTO THE SIGNATURE PROJECTS

SIGNATURE PROJECTS

CONTINUED
SPORTS AND RECREATION NETWORK

SPORTS AND RECREATION NETWORK

• Healthy Environment, Healthy People, Green
Gym, Natural Breaks
• Extreme Sports, International Mountain
Biking centre
• International Equestrian centre
• YHA – existing and new sites
• Northampton Upper Nene Valley
Country Park
• Rockingham Forest Heritage Centre
• Duston Mill Reservoir

• Salcey Forest – Canopy Plus
• International Skate Park

The following projects are now being
researched and concepts and proposals for
each of the schemes will be developed,
following research and submission of funding
ideas. The RNRP team is seeking funds to
support the design proposals and the business
plan developments. They are negotiating with
Stakeholders and building upon relevant
partnership agreements in both the public and
private sector, to create an overall formal
structure to each project.
CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE FOR
ENVIRONMENTAL
RESEARCH
INNOVATION

AND

• ACE – Academy of Corporate Ecology
(Iconic building, gateway to Technology
Park, conference centre)
• WEAST –Ise Valley Ecology Park
• Northampton Upper Nene Valley Country
Park, Interpretation centre, Upton
• Summer Leys Wilderness, Earls Barton,
Northamptonshire
ARTS AND CULTURAL NETWORK
• Delivering infrastructure to secure a home
for International Garden Festival
• The International Festival of the Garden –
delivers multi purpose visitor attraction
• Waterside, Northampton arts initiative,
Public art, Landmark arts projects, Arts and
Linear Park, Becket’s Park, Northampton
• Secret War Network

• They will be National attractors
• They will be Local and Regional Assets
• Recognition for Northamptonshire and
East Midlands Growth Area creating major
impact on the region’s Sustainable
Development
• Support the social, environmental and
economic prosperity of Northamptonshire
• Increase tourism and tourism diversity
• Offer a different experience to the visitor/
user than what is currently available locally,
regionally and nationally
• Aim to be innovative with design- led
projects by using leading architects and
designers
• Consider the associated economic /
employment investment, leisure and
recreation, environmental education,
accessibility and renewed riverside
investment
• Provide links with rural and urban spaces
through use of green infrastructure
• The Unique Selling Points of existing
projects will encourage potential future
projects to the region
• Realise an ambitious vision and to gain
national recognition for a new approach to
regional parks provision
• Contribute to demonstrating the full
potential of the Regional Park and help
secure the sustainability of the initiative in
the longer term
• Help raise the profile of the project
nationally, regionally and locally
• To build on existing and planned initiatives,
partnerships and projects
• Actively engage all stakeholders in
association to delivering a shared vision
for the RNRP
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STAGE TWO – ‘PROPOSALS IN DEVELOPMENT’

WHAT THESE PROJECTS WILL ACHIEVE?

WATCH THIS

SPACE

NATIONAL AWARD WINNING DESIGNER JOINS
RIVER NENE REGIONAL PARK TEAM
WHAT THE DESIGNER SAID
“Having grown up in Northamptonshire I had
passed this site many times. My scheme
addressed the question: Why would anyone
want to go there? It was my role as the
Landscape Architect, to attract people to use
the deserted space”

Landscape Architect Sally Mays, who initially
trained In Fine Art and Sculpture, joined the multi
disciplinary RNRP team in December 2004.

The scheme explores the ephemeral and
industrial qualities of the site. It evokes the
past energy of the site, providing a fragmented
yet continuous scheme that addresses site
evaluation, planning, design, construction and
planting. The project ambitiously engages one
of our most challenging contemporary design
agendas – that of the post-industrial landscape.

Her award winning project which achieved
national recognition seeks to reinterpret the
derelict Brownfield site that has been home to
the 1930s power station, a grain store, and
more recently a police training ground.
It seeks to deliver a contemporary urban park
that works with the ecological and hydrological
grain of the site and its post-industrial context

WHAT THE LANDSCAPE INSTITUTE JUDGES SAID
“From all the portfolios submitted, it was the
jury’s opinion that this work provided the most
convincing exploration of the art of design. It
clearly engages with the particular character
and identity of the chosen site and provides
creative conceptual and detailed design
solutions at a variety of scales”

AWARDS
2004
Landscape Institute Award Winner
75th Anniversary Year
Student Portfolio Category
2003
John Knight Fund Prize
Landscape Institute Midlands Branch
Awarded in recognition of outstanding work
towards Part III qualification
2002
Exhibitor at Westonbirt International Festival
of Gardens, Westonbirt Arboretum,
Gloucestershire.

SALLY MAYS BA (HONS);
DIPLD

AWARD

LANDSCAPE INSTITUTE
AWARD WINNER, 2004

PROJECT

NORTHAMPTON LIGHT
AND POWER’

SITE

FORMER POWER
STATION SITE, NUNN
MILLS ROAD,
NORTHAMPTON

Photograph © Sally Mays
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while exposing its raw industrial qualities and
services. Programmatic requirements within
this urban space include the provision of an
arts and cultural centre, educational
workshops, technology units and performance
areas which compliment the large areas of
emerging residential use development to the
west of the site.

DESIGNER

Parkview International London Plc.
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The festival site (two have been short listed within
the county) would be essential in ‘kick starting’
the backbone of a network of emerging cutting
edge projects. The site would provide a catalyst
for all year round events linking existing and
potential local and regional attractions and the
event will also act as the public face of the RNRP.

FESTIVAL SITE SIGNATURE PROJECT
WILL SET AN
INTERNATIONAL
BENCHMARK WITHIN
THE FIELD OF ARTS
AND CULTURE IN
THE REGION

photograph © Helen Lowery

An International Festival Site presents the
opportunity to deliver real and lasting benefits to
the Milton Keynes South Midlands (MKSM)
growth areas. It supports the RNRP initiative’s
aims to meet the environmental, social and
economic needs of communities across the
Sub-Region and would deliver all year round
environmental recreation, culture and
conservation through both imaginative and
inspirational design.
It offers the RNRP initiative a rare opportunity to
secure a high profile International event such as
the International Festival of the Garden, which is
Britain’s only international, unconventional
celebration of the modern garden. Innovation
and imagination are the abiding themes of the
event and the festival answers the call from a
nation of new designers, gardeners and the
wider community for an event that showcases
the cream of today’s contemporary garden and
landscape designers.
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Such events would attract media attention
therefore raising the National and International
awareness of the region. As a result this would
benefit the region’s economy and the increasing
demands of the environmental and social needs
of the growing communities across the MKSM
growth areas. It would create outstanding
opportunities for local communities by bringing
this focus of innovation and the arts to the region.

photograph © Helen Lowery

Proposals are now being taken forward by the
RNRP initiative and the Forestry Commission for
‘Canopy Plus’ where three new challenging
sections will be added and designed to stimulate
visitors adding a spectacular functional
attraction to this key Signature Project.

photograph © Helen Lowery

Salcey Forest's Canopy Walk will be launched
early next year. An innovative timber and steel
structure will rise 15m into the majestic oaks,
which characterise this amazing ancient
woodland. A further climb of 5m takes visitors
to a crow’s nest to look out over the forest. The
construction of the walkway, which will provide
a metaphorical bridge taking visitors of all
abilities from the woodland floor to the magical
woodland canopy above, is well under way.

Whilst the festival offers the RNRP initiative a
rare opportunity to secure a high profile
international event the team are now looking
to attract additional sponsorship from the
private sector.
FOR A FESTIVAL SPONSORSHIP PACKAGE
AND MORE DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT THE
RNRP TEAM ON 01604 237 648

photograph © Helen Lowery

GROUND BREAKING
CANOPY WALK AT
SALCEY FOREST

MEET THE

RNRP TEAM

THE 7 TEAM MEMBERS ARE CONTRIBUTING A DIVERSE
BACKGROUND OF EXPERTISE AND KNOWLEDGE TO THE
DEVELOPMENT OF THE INITIATIVE.

JASON
LONGHURST

ELAINE
JAGGS

JAMES
BOLITHO

GREG
PHILLIPS

TELERI
JARDINE

SALLY
MAYS

BECKY
WARD

Project
Director

Project
Coordinator

Project
Researcher and
Development
Officer

Technical
Coordinator

Research and
Monitoring
Officer

Signature
Projects
Officer

Land
Advisor

KEY FUNDING PARTNERS TO THE RNRP INITIATIVE ARE
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CONTACT THE RNRP TEAM: The River Nene Regional Park Project, C/o Sustainability
Northamptonshire County Council, PO Box 163, Guildhall Road, County Hall, Northampton, NN1 1AX
T. 0044 (0)1604 237648 F. 0044 (0)1604 236696 E. info@rnrp.org W. www.rnrp.org
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