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INFRASTRUCTURE ACROSS
THE REGION

CORE THEMES
ALL RNRP PROJECTS ENCOMPASS
FIVE CORE THEMES. THESE MAY
BE APPLICABLE SINGULARLY OR
IN COMBINATION IN ANY RNRP
PROJECT AND ARE
FUNDAMENTAL TO THE
DEVELOPMENT AND DELIVERY OF
SUCCESSFUL SUSTAINABLE
INITIATIVES. THE THEMES ARE
HIGHLIGHTED ON THE INSIDE
COVER AND WILL BE
ILLUSTRATED WITH CASE STUDIES
THROUGHOUT THIS EDITION.

They are as follows:

1. PROJECT ENABLING

2. PLACE-MAKING

9-10, 15-17

RNRP has community interest at its core, and will ensure that projects under this theme contribute to
maintaining or creating a unique sense of place. These projects aim to celebrate or reinforce the local
identity and, where appropriate, to acquire sites for the RNRP CIC, community or partner ownership
through the investment of resources, whether money or time.

3. THE CHAMPION FOR GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE ACROSS THE REGION

11-12

The RNRP partnership is the champion for the concept of Green Infrastructure. It does this through
the provision of advice, technical support, training, awareness raising, promotion or marketing of
green infrastructure assets and information sharing and challenges current views on sustainable
environmental development. RNRP promotes Green Infrastructure (GI) as a sustainable concept that
can deliver tangible improvements to social, economic and environmental well-being.

4. ENABLING CARBON OFFSET AND ADDRESSING CLIMATE CHANGE

ENABLING CARBON OFFSET
AND ADDRESSING CLIMATE
CHANGE

4-8

The development and delivery of projects in this theme are supported by RNRP using a combination of
tangible and signature projects which contribute to encouraging biodiversity and enhancing heritage
and culture by using the environment for education and social development, leisure, recreation and
healthy living and, importantly, economic regeneration.
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Projects under this theme support the RNRP partnership programme of research into climate change
and carbon offsetting principles, raising awareness and seeking positive measures to reduce the
effects. They use innovative environmental technologies, offset carbon emissions and promote the
issue of climate change. They also co-ordinate and communicate among partners these issues of
regional, national and international concern.
This framework of core themes, which is illustrated in more detail throughout this document, has
served RNRP well by ensuring that partnership proposals are clearly focussed and appropriately
targeted, placing it at the forefront of environmental organisations in the UK. It also serves as a
stepping stone towards achieving the “RNRP vision for 2016”.

THE CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE
FOR ENVIRONMENTAL
INITIATIVES AND INNOVATION

5. THE CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE FOR
ENVIRONMENTAL INITIATIVES AND INNOVATION

18-21

In all its projects RNRP strives to incorporate new and innovative ways of working, using the latest
design, technology, research and development. Projects under this theme help establish the RNRP
as a centre of excellence and add value to the local economy.
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THE RIVER NENE REGIONAL PARK

THE VISION

PROJECTS

FROM ITS INCEPTION IN 2003, THE RIVER NENE REGIONAL PARK
(RNRP) HAS GROWN FROM AN INFORMAL PARTNERSHIP OF
ORGANISATIONS WITH VARIOUS INTERESTS IN ENVIRONMENTAL
MANAGEMENT – INTO AN AWARD WINNING, ROBUST NETWORK
OF PARTNERS; A FORMALLY CONSTITUTED COMMUNITY
INTEREST COMPANY (CIC) - GENERATING NATIONAL AND
INTERNATIONAL INTEREST
Through pioneering project delivery and
championing the Green Infrastructure concept,
RNRP is widely recognised as the leading
environmental delivery vehicle. Their approach
enables GI advancements at a sub regional
level, responding directly to the needs of the
regions dynamic growth areas.
To date, the RNRP partnership has delivered
£4.2 million of GI projects and secured a further
£4.5 million for the development and delivery of
future projects, as well as developing a strategic
framework for the delivery of GI across the area.
In total, it has secured external and partnership
funding leading to a total spend of £12 million
on environmental initiatives in
Northamptonshire and the South Milton Keynes
growth areas.
Key to RNRP’s success was its business-like
approach to environmental management, its
organisational structure and the partnership
coordination and delivery of environmental
initiatives - securing tangible environmental,
social and economic benefits.
These aspirations have effectively been captured
in the business plan, formally adopted in June
2007. This includes the following Vision for
RNRP, established to act as a framework for the
development of the RNRP over the course of the
period until April 2008. During this time key
developments will be in place and further
definition for the partnership will be secured.
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“By 2016 the RNRP partnership will be an
independent, inclusive, reciprocal and beneficial
partnership of public, private and third sector
members. It will be nationally and
internationally recognised as the centre of
excellence for the piloting, co-ordination and
delivery of regional sustainable development. It
will address strategic issues such as climate
change, the enhancement of local biodiversity
and the innovative development of the
environment as an asset for social development,
education, leisure & recreation, heritage &
cultural activity, and as a primary vehicle of
economic regeneration.”
The plan is aspirational and ambitious. The
vision encapsulates the desire of RNRP to
continue to evolve and plan for the challenges
and opportunities ahead; to secure funding and
develop partnership working, as well as adapt
to legislation, in the changing context of the UK
and EU.
The five core themes are at the heart of the
business plan which were developed by the
partnership, and provide a clear focus for the
selection and development of new initiatives.

REINFORCING GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE ON THE GROUND WITH A
STRONG PROGRAMME OF GREENSPACE PROJECTS, THE RNRP’S
NETWORK IS GROWING...
July saw the opening of TOP LODGE, the
gateway to the northern end of the Regional
Park, in Fineshade Woods (see over).
The area between Crick and Yelvertoft has
benefited from ‘CONNECTING PEOPLE AND
PLACE’, a Rights of Way partnership project
over recent months. Fencing, bollards and final
surfacing have been implemented forming
valuable links between the villages, and also to
a millennium woodland and Cracks Hill Country
Park. The path is now well- used by the
community who are benefiting from greater
access to these breathtaking greenspaces.
BREATHING SPACES is another exciting series
of projects aimed at providing robust green links
along the River Nene connecting the urban
centres of Northampton and Wellingborough.
Three green spaces next to the Brampton arm
of the River Nene in central Northampton are
being improved to provide inspiring places on
peoples’ doorsteps. Victoria Park is a formal,
Victorian park, with avenues of well established

trees, Miller’s Meadow, to the north, and Foot
Meadows, to the south, are more informal
spaces, part of the river floodplain, though they
rarely flood now. Improvements have been made
to the paths, entrance areas and play areas, and
a small open air amphitheatre has been created
in Miller’s Meadow. A launch / opening event
with local press took place on 7th June, where
local school children were invited to use the new
play equipment. Further planned improvement
include habitat creation, the use of the river
through fishing and dipping platforms, public
art, and works to improve the waterside areas.
Also part of the project were Woodlands Lings
Wood (home of the Northamptonshire Wildlife
Trust) and Fox Covert in the Eastern District of
Northampton. Pathways around this woodland
site, combined with the an education centre for
schools and a ‘Forest Schools’ site, encourage
children or young adults to grow in confidence
and independence whilst developing a sense of
‘self’ and a basic understanding of
natural processes.

The project improves access to the site and also
the woodland habitat, including clearance of
non-native trees. Signs have been installed to
help people find their way between Lings Wood
and the nearby Fox Covert.

Further works at the popular STANWICK LAKES
have involved a dramatic new outdoor theatre.
Enclosed by a semi- circular screen of woven
willow, with its expansive, watery backdrop, a
series of stepped grass banks create an
informal seating system providing the audience
with a relaxed, airy setting. The inaugral
performance took place on the 30th June.
Plans for a bicycle hire building and associated
innovative visitor centre are also underway.
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RIVER NENE REGIONAL PARK SUPPORTS PROJECTS

PROJECTS continued
Ongoing work with the FERMYNWOODS
INTERNATIONAL ART PROJECT has seen a
series of educational events delivered with
Fermynwoods Contemporary Art Gallery and the
Forestry Commission. ‘Out to Art’ encompassed
12 school days and a family day with 5 different
artists working on their own art work as well as
running one hour art workshops each day in the
woods. The children were led on a (muddy!!) trail
starting at the Gallery, interacting with each
artist through ‘on the spot’ workshops on the
way, and ending at Sudborough Green Lodge.
For the artists this meant a chance to develop
new work as well deliver the walks and
workshops. Installations from Dens, to gold leaf
plants, to a tank made from mud & straw, to
metal boxes in trees, to a tent cinema and a fish
and a bag of horse manure hanging in a tree all
appeared in the ancient Fermynwoods as a part
of these walks. When asked the question, all the
children commented that coming out to the
woods and working with the artists was the best
school trip they had ever been on!!

TOP LODGE
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TOP LODGE AT FINESHADE WOODS
WAS FORMALLY OPENED ON 26TH
JUNE 2007 WITH AN AFTERNOON OF
CHAMPAGNE AND STRAWBERRIES!!
THE NEW £1 MILLION COMPLEX
DRAWS TOGETHER THE CULTURAL,
NATURAL AND INDUSTRIAL THREADS
THAT MAKE THE AREA UNIQUE.

One of the biggest reed bed sewage systems in
the country has also been incorporated into the
complex. This odourless, self-contained,
oxygenated by solar power, beautiful plant can
cope with 500,000 visitors every year, a
14- house estate and 85- berth caravan site, also
part of the site. Rainwater falling on the roofs at
Top Lodge will flush the toilets en route to a
five- tier cleansing process which provides
homes to frogs and newts, giving life to a wetland.

The Top Lodge complex includes a learning
centre, a craft market for products made in the
Rockingham Forest, the Red Kite centre, a local
produce café, and a play area to set young minds
free. The site is a cutting edge demonstration of
both active forestry and sustainability.

The site is home to the Forest’s Red Kite Project
and the RSPB shop, packed with goodies also
has screens showing live streaming from Red
Kite’s nests. The Lodge Café is a wonderful
eating place promoting local produce and
healthy food. Key to the café’s cuisine will be a
range of seasonal fare on offer 7 days a week.

The Visitor Centre is heated by a modern wood
chip boiler fueled by locally grown coppice. This
warms the water used by the thousands of
visitors expected to visit annually. Reinstating
coppice management is a key aim of the Ancient
Woodland Project. As well as creating a
renewable fuel source, as it has done for
thousands of years, local timber means lower
transport costs and fewer carbon- emitting
road miles.

Courses, demonstrations and ranger- led walks
from the new visitor- centre will be another way
that people can learn about Rockingham
Forest’s rich diversity of wildlife. Many of the
stalls on show in the courtyard will offer goods
reflecting the ancient forest crafts that have
been practiced in the area for centuries.

‘I LEARNT THAT ART ISN’T
JUST ABOUT DRAWING’
PUPIL, STANION PRIMARY SCHOOL
‘The best aspect of the day was all of it. My class
learnt many different approaches to art’ Teacher,
Gretton Primary School

USING A GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
ENVIRONMENTAL GRANT SCHEME

Another extremely successful initiative has been
the ENVIRONMENTAL GRANTS Scheme. Contact
with communities, landowners and charitable
organisations has been the work of the RNRP
Land Advisor and the Green Infrastructure
Community Development Worker - groups and
individuals have accessed the grant scheme
through these channels. See later in this edition
for more information.

INTEREST IN THE ENVIRONMENTAL
GRANT SCHEME HAS GROWN, WITH A
TOTAL OF £329,358 NOW COMMITTED
TO 27 PROJECTS, VALUED AT A TOTAL
OF £908,933. NOW CLOSED FOR
2007-8 APPLICATIONS, BUT IT IS
HOPED THAT THE SCHEME WILL BE
RUNNING AGAIN IN 2008-9. OF THE
35 APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 77%
HAVE BEEN APPROVED. FOR EACH
£1 OF GRANT FUNDING ALLOCATED
A FURTHER £1.76 HAS
BEEN ATTRACTED.
Of the projects approved nearly 67% had an
element of habitat and species conservation.
These included conservation work such as hedge
and tree planting, pond and wetland creation,
pond clearance and access, work on survey and
habitat restoration for the Biodiversity Action
Plan species Black Hairstreak (butterfly) and
woodland management. As well as a bat and bird
box and habitat creation project, and land
acquisition near Northampton for habitat
creation and flood risk limitation and at
Glapthorn for habitat creation.

Other projects have led to the restoration of
historic or environmentally significant sites such
as allotments sites, creating water supply for
allotments, conservation of some Grade I listed
buildings and Scheduled Ancient Monument on
the at risk register, production of a leaflet to
promote access to a historic gardens,
Also 22% of projects were education based such
as the production of educational and
interpretation material and the creation of a
school environment garden.
Partners have included schools, land owners,
‘friends of’ organisations, parish councils, a historic
building preservation trust, charities, community
groups, the RSPB, English Partnerships, the
National Trust and the Wildlife Trust.
One of the smaller projects was at Brambleside
School in Kettering where £1500, went to produce
a wildlife garden and a small area of allotment
for the children to grow crops. Interpretation
panels were drawn by the children and produced
by the school and are now on show in the garden.
The largest project was at Wothorpe Towers
where a 17th century building is being preserved
and historic landscape recreated. Other
interesting events included training surveyors for
the Black Hairstreak surveys, this happened at
Glapthorn Cow Pastures in mid June.
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ENVIRONMENTAL GRANT SCHEME LOCATIONS

AWARDS
AS PROJECTS ARE BECOMING ESTABLISHED ON THE GROUND, NATIONAL AND REGIONAL
RECOGNITION FOR THE RIVER NENE REGIONAL PARK IS GROWING FAST…
Following the certificate of merit awarded by
East Midland Regional Assembly (EMRA) as part
of its Environmental Award in 2005,
acknowledging the innovative work being
undertaken to improve the environment,
particularly the work at Salcey Forest. 2006 also
saw the Treetop Way awarded the British
Construction Industry Environment Award. It was
shortlisted for the Prime Minister’s Better Public
Building Award and the Small Civil Engineering
Project Award. The British Construction Industry
Awards were jointly sponsored by the
Commission for Architecture and the Built
Environment (CABE) and the Office of
Government Commerce (OGC).

THE JUDGES DESCRIBED THE
TREE TOP TRAIL AS:
“DELIGHTFUL AND USEABLE”
AND “A GREAT ECO-PROJECT,
WHICH HAS DRAWN CROWDS
OF ENTHUSIASTIC VISITORS”.
THEY PRAISED THE FACT THAT
THE PROJECT USES "LOCALLY
SOURCED TIMBER, AND GIVES
CHILDREN AND ADULTS ALIKE
A COMPLETELY NEW
EXPERIENCE OF TREES
AND FOREST”
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In January 2007 the project received a further
Award from CABE as Jason Longhurst was
awarded a CABE Festive Five Award. Festive Five
Awards are given to individuals or organisations
whose ‘forward thinking and high aspirations
have resulted in high quality buildings and
spaces’. Jason was named as an individual
winner in recognition of the pivotal role he has
played in the development and championing of
the Regional Park.
Earlier this year the RNRP team also entered
the Northamptonshire ECA and GI suite into the
Royal Town Planning Institute (RTPI) Awards
2007 in the Sustainable Communities or
E-Government categories. In February it was
announced that the Regional Park had been
shortlisted, and the judges visited for an
in-depth presentation of the suite in July.
The RTPI award programmes are designed to
encourage and reward outstanding achievement
in planning. They aim to celebrate the
contribution made by the planning profession to
the quality of life throughout the UK, and to
raise awareness and understanding of
pioneering work.
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CREATING SUCCESSFUL

AWARDS continued

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE PLANS

RNRP have also submitted entries for the Landscape Institute
Awards 2007, covering:
n Design 1-5 ha: The Salcey Forest Treetop Walkway
n Communications and Presentation: The River Nene Regional Park Concept
n Landscape Policy: Northamptonshire’s Green Infrastructure Study

THE RIVER NENE REGIONAL PARK HAS BEEN AT THE FOREFRONT OF GREEN
INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING - DEVELOPING INNOVATIVE AND AMBITIOUS
APPROACHES ALONG THE WAY. IN ADDITION, THE RIVER NENE REGIONAL PARK
APPROACH HAS BEEN COMPLEMENTED BY WORK CARRIED OUT AT A REGIONAL
LEVEL, IDENTIFYING WHERE THE PUBLIC BENEFITS OF INVESTING IN GREEN
INFRASTRUCTURE WOULD BE MOST PRONOUNCED. THIS HAS RESULTED IN A
HIERARCHY OF SUSTAINABLE PLANNING TOOLS THAT COVER THE REGIONAL,
SUB-REGIONAL AND LOCAL LEVELS.
Green infrastructure is essentially a network of
green spaces which should be multi-functional,
providing benefits for people, nature and the
environment. They are often important for
regeneration, providing a setting for economic
investment and are essential for the
development of sustainable communities, where
people want to live and work, thus providing
benefits for the environment. Advance planning
is critical in developing successful green
infrastructure and building an effective network
is at the heart of the concept.

THE LANDSCAPE INSTITUTE AWARDS
ARE PRESENTED TO ENCOURAGE AND
RECOGNISE OUTSTANDING EXAMPLES
OF WORK BY THE LANDSCAPE
PROFESSION. THE AWARDS AIM TO
BRING GREATER AWARENESS OF THE
BEST CONTRIBUTIONS FROM
LANDSCAPE INSTITUTE MEMBERS IN
CREATING AN IMPROVED
ENVIRONMENT. JUDGING AND SITE
VISITS ARE TAKING PLACE BETWEEN
JULY AND OCTOBER 2007 SO WE’LL
WATCH THIS SPACE!
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Other award submissions have been made to the
‘Green Week’ Green Construction Awards.
Focusing on the ways that the construction
sector can respond to these increasing
pressures, ‘Green Week’ offers a chance to learn
new skills and strategies from some of the most
experienced names in sustainable construction,
while networking with others who are facing the
same challenges. The inaugural Green
Construction Awards will recognise
organisations that have already made the first
important steps towards sustainable
construction, providing the example for the rest
of the industry to follow.

Jason Longhurst appeared in ‘Insider’
magazine’s Midlands 42 under 42 feature which
identifies and profiles a new crop of regional
entrepreneurs (North West, Yorkshire and
Midlands) under the age of 42 every year. The
core criteria are that they be aged 42 or under
and making a real difference in a business
largely based in the Midlands.
To submit an application, contenders had to fill
in a detailed questionnaire, ending with... ‘If you
were struck in a lift with one person for ten
minutes, and had a chance to tell them what you
really thought, who would it be and what would
you tell them?’!!

Green infrastructure planning offers
many benefits:
n Green infrastructure can be integrated into
regional and local planning, providing a good
evidence base for decision making
n Green infrastructure planning can be a
catalyst that brings together different
organisations to deliver sustainable
development, sharing skills, experiences,
opportunities and resources.
n The environment is better able to support and
maintain natural and ecological processes to
sustain land, air and water resources.
n Communities are better to live, work and
invest in
n Places are developed to be full of character,
function well, and be well connected
and appealing
n Closer relationships are forged between
urban and rural areas

n

n

Green infrastructure will support needs of
both urban and rural communities for food,
energy, water supply and waste treatment
Green infrastructure brings holistic solutions
to climate change and other complex issues
at different scales.

The benefits of green infrastructure to the
environment, society and the economy are being
increasingly recognised, with national and local
government policies supporting this, green
infrastructure planning is evolving into a
mainstream concern.
Many organisations are starting to carry out
green infrastructure plans, however the lack of
a common approach, or awareness of how green
infrastructure planning has been carried out in
other areas is resulting in differing outputs. The
danger is that plans for adjacent areas will not
be compatible.

n

n
n
n
n
n

Using information about Environmental
Character to inform green
infrastructure planning
Putting sustainability at the heart of
multi-functional green spaces
Working in partnership and creating consensus
Clear and effective consultation
Embedding green infrastructure policies in
the planning system
Embracing innovation in green infrastructure.

It is anticipated that this shared knowledge
will enable many areas to benefit from the
approach piloted in the East Midlands and the
River Nene Regional Park, and that excellent
and compatible green infrastructure plans will
be developed for many areas across the UK
and beyond.

For this reason, the River Nene Regional Park
has published a document which shows the
approach to green infrastructure planning at a
regional, sub-regional and local level. This
enables us to share the knowledge from our
pioneering work in green infrastructure
planning, and provide information for the
development of a standard approach.
The work identified ten ‘highlights’ that are key
to good green infrastructure planning;
n Realising the scale of the opportunity
n Leadership in decision making bodies
n Skills in client and consultant teams
n Robust process
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THE EAST MIDLANDS
GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE NETWORK EMGIN

CLIMATE

CHANGE
CLIMATE CHANGE IS PROBABLY THE GREATEST CHALLENGE THE INTERNATIONAL
COMMUNITY HAS FACED TO DATE, WHICH MAY MAKE IT SEEM TOO DAUNTING A TASK TO
ADDRESS AT A LOCAL LEVEL. HOWEVER, WE ALL CONTRIBUTE TO THE CAUSES OF THIS
CHANGE BY OUR USE OF ENERGY THAT, IN TURN, CAUSES THE RELEASE OF CARBON
EMISSIONS INTO THE ATMOSPHERE. CONSEQUENTLY, WE CAN ALL HELP TO REDUCE
THESE EMISSIONS BY MINIMISING OUR USE OF ENERGY, REDUCING HEATING LEVELS
AND WALKING ON SHORT JOURNEYS RATHER THAN DRIVING.
However, although “offsetting” can be achieved
by the planting of woodlands, or improving land
management, the international market only
supports such projects overseas. Consequently,
although the green taxes will be levied on
businesses and communities in the UK, the
funding will be not be used to support schemes
in the UK. The Government is also promoting
the Climate Challenge, a programme intended
to raise awareness of the issues around climate
change and to change behaviours through
educational initiatives.

LAUNCHED BY EMRA AT A CONFERENCE AT MELTON MOWBRAY ON THE 24TH
APRIL 2006, THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF A GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
NETWORK (GIN) WAS WARMLY WELCOMED BY DELEGATES FROM THE PUBLIC,
PRIVATE AND VOLUNTARY SECTORS FROM BOTH REGIONAL AND LOCAL
ORGANISATIONS. THE RATIONALE OF THIS NETWORK WAS TO PROVIDE A POINT
OF CONTACT AND REFERENCE THAT WOULD OFFER THE BENEFITS OF KEEPING
MEMBERS ABREAST OF NEWS, NEW DEVELOPMENTS AND INFORMATION
EXCHANGE BUT NOT ADD TO THE BURDEN OF ATTENDING ADDITIONAL
INTER-AGENCY MEETINGS.
The East Midlands Green Infrastructure Network
(EMGIN) has its own website www.emgin.co.uk ,
which is sponsored by RNRP, EMRA, EMDA, and
NE, and also EA and Sport England. Aimed at GI
practitioners, membership is free and gives
access to the membership area where it is
possible to book places to free workshops and
events on line.
As the site develops it will become a knowledge
base for the delivery of GI projects across the
region and members will receive the occasional
e-newsletter. There will also be the opportunity to
influence the development of GIN by responding
to an online questionnaire.
EMGIN provides links to a number of key GI
documents, including the Public Benefit Mapping
Project (PBMP), which was commissioned and
published by EMRA, one of whose aims has been
to ensure that the delivery of GI is one of five key
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RNRP, whilst supporting the government’s
objectives to reduce the effects of climate
change and raise awareness of the need to
change attitudes and behaviours, considers that
these represent the loss of a major opportunity.
In its proposal document “CLIMATE CHANGE Meeting the Challenge”, accessible on the
www.riverneneregionalpark.org website, it puts
forward an innovative approach to converting
these objectives into a virtuous circle.

priorities in the Integrated Regional Strategy. The
PBMP document highlights the benefits that GI
can deliver across the region and also uses a
range of indicators to assess those areas where
investment in GI would produce the greatest
public benefit.
The EMGIN site also provides a link to the
Northamptonshire Environmental Character
Assessment and Green Infrastructure suite
(ECA&GI suite) produced by RNRP and gives
detailed and interactive map, image and text
based access to the whole of the county of
Northamptonshire.

EMGIN IS ANOTHER EXCITING DEVELOPMENT THAT SUPPORTS PLANNING
AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND PLACES THE ENVIRONMENT AT
THE HEART OF THE PROCESS. IT ALSO DEMONSTRATES THE COMMITMENT
THAT THE REGION HAS TO CHAMPIONING GI AND INTEGRATED
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT.

At a national scale, following on from the Stern
Review, the Government announced plans for
the introduction of Green or Environmental
Taxes and pledged support for an international
market trading in Carbon Credits. These
measures will allow organisations to sell credits
where they have not used their full allocation,
and for others to buy these credits or to “offset”
their use of energy.

recreational and leisure facilities as well as
supporting green tourism, supporting the local
economy and improving local access, thereby
increasing choice.
This proposal would ensure that UK green tax
payers would be able to see, and contribute to,
the implementation of tangible environmental
projects in their areas, all or which would have
social and economic benefits and help to
address the causes of climate change.
The document sets out the case to the
government and regional agencies, as well as to
the public, private and third sectors, as a focus
for the groundswell of support from partners
and agencies to see a positive approach to
climate change being adopted in the UK.

This green tax funding will be used to support
overseas investment, not addressing activity in
the UK. The proposal is for RNRP to act as the
environmental delivery vehicle and use an
allocation from these taxes to support a range of
environmental and associated initiatives. These
include projects that support Environmental
Climate Change, including planting to reduce
the risk of flooding, supporting Research and
Innovation and investing in Green Energy
Development. All these areas would provide
opportunities for the development of education,
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The RNRP is currently seeking to secure the
necessary investment and direct funding, as an
allocation from the green and environmental
taxes levied nationally, for an initial period of five
years. This would provide the capital to make a
significant improvement to the environment of
the East Midlands. The RNRP is also looking for
further partners to support and develop this
concept both within and beyond the East
Midlands region. For further information please
visit our website
www.riverneneregionalpark.org.

Taking this proposal forward would place the UK
at the forefront of innovation in addressing
climate change at local level, support the
government’s objectives and provide a simple and
transparent process linking taxation to tangible
projects. This is Northamptonshire’s chance to
set the standard for others to follow our
commitment to improving our
communities’ environment.

This diagram shows in more detail how the Regional Park model will operate to deliver benefits at sub
regional level and provide greater opportunities for engagement and choice with UK stakeholders. It
also shows how the established RNRP partnership and range of existing initiatives, acting as a pilot,
will add value to the core funding.

FUTURE PROJECTS

FERMYN WOODS
The Fermyn Woods International Arts Project is an exciting programme bringing
reputed professional artists deep into the heart of Rockingham Forest to create
new works, undertake research, explore new ideas, and lead on education
projects. The project will make optimal use of the currently semi-derelict pair of
stone built cottages in ancient Fermyn Woods at the northern end of the
Regional Park.
The cottages will be renovated to create accommodation and working spaces one
will be used for longer residencies (3-6 months) and the other becoming an office
and space for shorter residencies and visiting artists.
P

Phase 2 of the project will extend into the
garden, expanding the ‘outhouses’ in the form of
a cutting- edge oak built workshop/ studio
space. The property hopes to use a reedbed foul
water system with wood fired heating utilising
timber from the adjoining ancient woodlands.
An old bread oven will also undergo
refurbishment (imagine homemade pizzas with
toppings fresh from the garden!), so with the
proposed on-site vegetable plot, good, local food
will always be on the menu!!
This project responds to a need created by the
growth of renowned Fermynwoods Contemporary
Art, and its required expansion beyond its much-

14

loved home of The Water Tower in Brigstock. A
successful programme of educational projects
and events has evolved on this site, naturally
springing from the richness of art that has come
to the gallery, and Rosalind Stoddart,
Fermynwoods curator’s desire to make this
accessible to all through learning. The Water
Tower will remain a gallery space but its’
established ethos and ambience will spill out,
deeper into the surrounding woods from its new
base at Sudborough Green. In future there is the
potential that in the future this project could
expand even further with a cutting-edge new
eco- building in the nearby Fermyn Woods
Country Park.
The artists residency programme will explore
the inter-relations between Art, Science,
Technology, Development and the Natural
Environment. Environmentalists and
archaeologists will converse with artists as
these disciplines are explored through creative
media. Fermynwoods’ interests in the
environment (both rural and urban),
engagement with the community and
contemporary practise will develop in the
organisation’s new home.

wonderful array of weeds currently inhabiting
the cottage gardens to make further
investigations, whilst working with children from
Corby. Also planned is a project with the
German artist, Laurenz Theinert, involving light,
performance and sound.
The Fermyn Woods International Arts Project
will provide opportunities for a wide range of
groups, from schools and students in higher
education to those who are disadvantaged and
socially excluded, local communities and visitors
to the county. Rosalind Stoddart is keen to hear
from anyone who would like to be involved.
The project is a collaboration with Fermynwoods
Contemporary Art , The Forestry Commission
and RNRP.

To date, an inspiring schedule of artists has
been drawn up, including Richard Woods who
‘wraps’ buildings in daring retro designs, and
who will be wrapping the Sudborough Green
Lodge roof (an interesting sight given this ‘wild’
setting!) Jacques Nimki, who researches plantlife through art, will be making the most of the
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SPARC

PROJECT

THE SPARC PROJECT PROMOTES THE IDEA OF STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS IN
RIVER CORRIDORS. NINE PROJECTS ACROSS SEVEN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES ARE
CARRYING OUT PROJECTS THAT DEMONSTRATE PARTNERSHIP WORKING IN RIVER
CORRIDORS TO IMPROVE NATURE, CULTURE, HISTORY AND REGENERATION.

THE RIVER NENE REGIONAL PARK (RNRP) PARTNERSHIP HAS SECURED FUNDING FROM
THE LANDSCAPE PARTNERSHIP (LP) SCHEME BY THE HERITAGE LOTTERY FUND (HLF).
THIS WILL BE USED BY THE PROJECT TEAM AND PARTNERS TO PREPARE AND
IMPLEMENT A LANDSCAPE STRATEGY FOR THE CONSERVATION AND ENHANCEMENT OF
SALCEY FOREST AND YARDLEY CHASE.
The LP scheme would unveil these hidden
treasures, whilst maintaining, where
appropriate, the intrinsic character of a hidden
forest with a rich depth of history; treasures to
be discovered.
Salcey Forest and Yardley Chase are seen as a
high profile gateway to the RNRP which provide
a link to these major environmental assets,
exploring the previously hidden areas of the
project - through physical activity or exposing
knowledge to be gained about the site to local
communities and visitors.
The Landscape Strategy will be informed by a:
n

n

n
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Conservation and Management Plan
consisting of a Biodiversity, Archaeology and
Landscape Character report
Audience Development Plan identifying the
interests and requirements of the local
community, users and visitors
Access Plan designed to broaden access
either physically or indirectly to the area,
extending opportunities for education and
recreation, and increasing community
participation in the management and
development of the site.

n

n

Training Plan identifying partner training
needs, training requirements to support a
volunteer and community participation
programme, with work placements etc.

Proposed projects include:
n

n

Masterplan and Business Proposal of the
area.

This overall plan will be submitted to the HLF as
a stage 1 full bid by 1st October 2007.
The project has involved the collation of existing
data on the project area, and has enabled the
RNRP to establish important communication
channels with a large number of individuals
involved in the site, from the community to land
owners and specialists with an in-depth
understanding of the underlying layers of
the site.
Collating and analysing all this data,
information and shared ideas has enabled the
Landscape Partnership Projects Officers to draw
up number of exciting ways to take a
programme of projects forward to the next
stage. This list of proposed projects will form a
masterplan for the area that is currently being
refined.

n

Creation of a landscape scale biodiversity
enhancement area, including possibility for
restoration and establishment of new multifunctional habitats to link woodlands,
including the creation of new woodland,
grassland and wetland features.
Developing an interpretation centre and trail
which will protect and provide access to those
landscape features related to the support of
military activity in World Wars I and 2 and the
Cold War period. Trail to incorporate MP3
players/ soundtrack/ tales describing this part
of history of site- mainly based around MOD
area. Link to RNRP website with maps and
other resources available to download.
Arts and Media projects. This would be an
ongoing programme of multi-disciplinary arts
and mixed media works or events across the
site and would incorporate local, regional and
national artists of significance. Helping create
a cultural identity for the entire project area,
‘revealing what is hidden’ and so incorporating
archaeological/ historic/ traditional arts and
crafts themes.

The RNRP partnership will be working closely
with and informed in kind by a project steering
group, comprising of: Compton Estates
Management Services, Forestry Commission,
Northamptonshire ACRE, South
Northamptonshire Council, Ministry of Defence,
the Wildlife Trust and the RNRP project
Stakeholder Steering Group.

Projects that are being delivered by the River
Nene Regional Park as part of the SPARC
project include the innovative Environment
Character and Green Infrastructure Suite - a
series of interactive maps that enable people to
find out about the environment, and the
opportunities available to enhance it. Changes in
the Nene Valley are also happening as part of
the project. The area between Wellingborough
Embankment and Summer Leys Nature Reserve
will be made accessible through the
development of a ‘greenway’, for cyclists and
walkers to get from the town into the rural heart
of the Nene Valley. A study is also proposed for
the River Nene between Wellingborough and
Wansford, looking at how the area is used for
access, recreation, and economic uses. This
information will help to plan for a sustainable
future for the Nene Valley, providing tangible
benefits for people, nature and the economy.
Experiences from these projects, and other
projects being carried out by our partner
organisations across Europe, are shared
through seminars which include talks and visits
to project sites. These seminars mean that ideas
can be shared beyond each country’s boundaries.
AMSTERDAM SEMINAR
21-22ND NOVEMBER, NETHERLANDS
Hosted by the Institute of Geo- and Bioarchaeology at the University of Amsterdam, the
seminar focussed on historical and
archaeological landscapes, and the in-situ
preservation of archaeological remains in the
soil. Site visits to archaeological sites meant
that the impact of river and wetland projects on
archaeology that would usually be invisible
underground could bee seen and understood.

LANGENHAGEN SEMINAR, 12-13TH MARCH,
GERMANY
The city of Langenhagen, host for the event, is
situated on the River Wietze. A small meadow
has been restored, and improvements to
biodiversity and access to the river have
resulted. The project team at Langenhagen were
keen to ensure that the ideas behind this small
scale project were taken into account in the plan
that is being written for the river, and that lots
of similar projects would take place on the River
Wietze. Visits to various sites along the river,
including a wet moorland area, and a water
treatment works meant that the river and its
uses were understood. Delegates were able to
talk to the people writing the plan for the River
Wietze, and share ideas developed through
carrying out their own river management projects.
On the 10-12th September, the River Nene
Regional Park will be welcoming partner
organisations across Europe to
Northamptonshire, to learn more about green
infrastructure, wetland creation, and the way
that the River Nene Regional Park plans and
delivers a wide range of environmental projects.
This will culminate in the “Growth Challenge”
event on September 12th showcasing the work
that RNRP have delivered since the beginning.
This will be chaired by Tomorrows World
presenter Phillipa Forester and attracting
delegates from throughout the region and beyond.
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WEBSITE
An important tool in the Regional Park’s
engagement is its website. The current site has
been used as a platform to disseminate
information on the projects, events, press
releases and news articles. The information
available on the site has had to cater for a wide
range of users including general public,
environmental and planning practitioners and
decision makers at a strategic level. This website
has been identified as one of the key parts of the
Regional Park’s communication and engagement
programme and has subsequently received
further investment for the development of a new
system to build on the success of the existing
Regional Park website. The new website is under
development and boasts some exciting features
which will potentially expand the current list of
engaged organisations and individuals.
The flexibility of the new site will open up many
opportunities to engage new and existing
partners and the website is in line with Disability
Discrimination Act (DDA) regulations.
The ability to create Members Areas is a
particularly exciting and useful new function;

RNRP’S NEXT MAJOR EVENT AT THIS LEVEL
IS’THE GROWTH CHALLENGE’, 12TH
SEPTEMBER 2007 AT THE MARRIOTT HOTEL IN
NORTHAMPTON.
The event will be to demonstrate the idea that we
all have a part to play in planning environmental
growth, and the benefits of a ‘joined up’ approach.
Aimed at people and organisations responsible for
leading, shaping and developing green space to
achieve growth, the event aims to provide
opportunities to look into the future and see
what is available to shape everyone’s role in
investing in Environmental Sustainable Growth.

membership is free, and individuals and
organisations will be able to ‘sign-up’ to the
RNRP at varying levels, depending on the nature
of information that they have an interest in.
Members will have access to different areas of
the website, and will receive corresponding news
updates and from the team; following this edition
of Space, it will become an electronic publication,
and form part of a series of E- bulletins regularly
sent out to members.
The site also builds on the interactive
Environmental Character Assessment and Green

EVENTS
A MAJOR PART OF MAKING THE RNRP CONCEPT WORK IS COMMUNICATING
WITH THE VARIOUS SECTORS THAT FORM ITS ‘AUDIENCE’.
‘THE CHARACTER OF GROWTH’ 2-DAY EVENT
23RD AND 24TH NOVEMBER 2006
Held at Rockingham Speedway, day one What
does it mean to Landowners and Farmers? was
in association with Country Land & Business
Association (CLA) and the National Farmers
Union (NFU). The purpose of this event was to
provide an update on and establish engagement
with the development of the Regional Park and
the strategies of the Local Delivery Vehicles
(LDV’s) and establish engagement with new
partners. Over 75 landowners and farmers from
across Northamptonshire attended.
Day 2 attracted over 100 major decision makers
representing key partners that have been
involved in the development of the suite since its
inception in 2002, it heralded the official launch
of the Northamptonshire Environmental
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Character and Green Infrastructure Interactive
suite, which sets a new benchmark that
represents a crucial step in enabling a proactive
approach towards the environment at a subregional level.
Key note speakers included Simon Hodgeson
(CEO Forest Enterprise), Henry Cleary (Deputy
Director, New Homes & Sustainable
Development, Department for Communities and
Local Government), Mark Felton (Regional
Director East Midlands, Natural England),
Anthony Streeten (Regional Director East
Midlands, English Heritage), Peter Neal (Head of
Enabling and Delivery, CABE Space), Louise
Johnson (Chair of the Regional Park’s
Stakeholder Steering Group and Milton Keynes
and South Midlands Environmental Quality of
Life sub group) and Jason Longhurst from RNRP.

Infrastructure suite. This groundbreaking series
of stuidies on Northamptonshire has been
revised and updated since its original launch, and
can be accessed from the Regional Park site.
The new website is also part of a series of related
sites due to be launched currently including a
Northamptonshire Biodiversity site and the East
Midlands Green Infastructure Network (EMGIN)
site (where most recently people have been able
to book places/ provide feedback on and interact
with information about ‘The Growth Challenge’
Event on 12th September). Also in the pipeline is
a Regional Parcs site.

CONNECTING PEOPLE & SPACES, 24TH APRIL
2007, PERA INNOVATION PARK, MELTON
MOWBRAY, LEICESTERSHIRE.
The RNRP hosted an event in partnership with East
Midlands Regional Assembly (EMRA) on the theme
of ‘DELIVERY OF GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE (GI) –
DELIVERING SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES
IMPROVING THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR PEOPLE
IN THE EAST MIDLANDS’
Within the East Midlands, EMRA’s Environment
Group has been working with partners to ensure
delivery of GI at the regional, sub regional and
local levels. A database of stakeholders now
exists through correspondence with regional and
local governmental and non-governmental
organisations. This will form the basis of a Green
Infrastructure Network (GIN) for the coordinated
delivery of GI across the region. The event saw
over 150 delegates attend to celebrate regional
GI achievements with the following:
n Formal launch of “Green Infrastructure for
the East Midlands - a public benefit
mapping project”
n Launch of a Green Infrastructure Network
(GIN) for the region.
n The programme launch of a series of regional
seminars for planners and developers to raise
awareness about GI.

THE TWO COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT POSTS
WITHIN THE RNRP, THE LAND ADVISOR (IN
PARTNERSHIP WITH THE WILDLIFE TRUST),
AND THE GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT WORKER (IN PARTNERSHIP
WITH NORTHANTS ACRE) FORM AN IMPORTANT
FACTOR IN THIS AREA.
Survey training days have been initiated by the
Land Advisor which are invaluable to volunteer
programmes. Cleanup days have helped evoke a
feeling of ‘ownership’ of greenspaces within
communities, and the Community Worker’s
programme of Accessing Greenspace Open Days,
have reinforced the Regional Park’s message.
Three workshops were also delivered as part of
the Audience Development work within the
Yardley Chase/ Salcey Forest HLF programme.
The Community Development Worker held
Consultation sessions in Village Halls at three
locations across the Project Area. Local heritage,
conservation and community groups, local
schools and craftspeople were contacted and
invited to these where they could view a
presentation on the concept behind the
programme, ask questions and were invited to fill
in a questionnaire to provide their feedback.
Springing from the valuable role of the GI

Community Development Worker has been
another scheme currently in development, but
soon to be launched. Working in partnership with
Northamptonshire ACRE, this project has, via
‘Accessing Greenspace’ open days, events,
presentations and consultation programmes,
been developing a community network to promote
awareness of the Regional Park and support the
delivery of Green Infrastructure projects within
rural communities; helping to bring GI from a
regional, strategic level, to a community base.
Working at this level identified a need for a project
planning tool. This should be aimed at parish
councils, community groups, schools. An
innovative Environmental Toolkit has been
developed to meet this purpose, and is currently
being trialled.
THE RNRP ALSO CONTINUED ITS ENGAGEMENT
WITH THE BBC BREATHING PLACES CAMPAIGN
THIS YEAR, AND ATTENDED THE 2007
SPRINGWATCH EVENT IN PETERBOROUGH’S
CENTRAL PARK IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE
WILDLIFE TRUST FOR BEDFORDSHIRE,
CAMBRIDGESHIRE AND NORTHAMPTONSHIRE
AND PETERBOROUGH.
Thousands of people from an extremely diverse
background and location came to the event where
they could take part in activities such as nest
building, making bird feeders, leaf collecting and
petting a collection of unusual-looking sheep. A
colourful "tree" was created on a huge board
inside a marquee and its leaves were made up of
people's pledges to do something new that was
green. The RNRP repeated its ‘Design Your
Fantasy Outdoor Space’ Postcard Competition,
and received a wide variety of inspirational
designs from over 100 children. Prizes of ‘days
out’ at three of the Regional Park’s top projects
have consequently been awarded.

READ MORE ABOUT THE ABOVE EVENTS
AND DOWNLOAD PROGRAMMES FOR EACH
DAY AT www.riverneneregionalpark.org
AND GO TO EVENTS.
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NEW

RNRP PUBLICATIONS

RIVER NENE REGIONAL PARK

A COMMUNITY
INTEREST COMPANY
RNRP BEGAN IN 2003 AS A PARTNERSHIP OF ORGANISATIONS WITH A RESPONSIBILITY AND ACTIVE ROLE IN
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT AS A RESPONSE TO THE GROWTH AGENDA. AT THIS TIME, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE HAD
BEEN DESIGNATED AS ONE OF FOUR GROWTH AREAS WITH A NEED TO ACCOMMODATE 100,000 NEW HOMES AND JOBS
TO RELIEVE THE PRESSURES ON THE SOUTH EAST.

ACE

CLIMATE CHANGE

The following four documents were formally
launched at the Growth Challenge event which
was hosted by RNRP and attended by a wide
range of UK and EU partners, along with this,
the final printed version of SPACE. To help
reduce carbon emissions and save natural
resources, the next edition will be made
available in digital form on the RNRP website.

ACE - THE ACADEMY OF
COROPORATE ECOLOGY
ACE, our new publication on The Academy of
Corporate Ecology, sets out the rationale and
vision for another of RNRP’s exciting range of
Signature Projects. ACE can best be described
as a “knowledge and experience exchange”, with
a series of demonstration projects and a visitor
and exhibition centre housed in an iconic
building in the Regional Park. It picks up on the
RNRP core themes and aims to be a “centre of
excellence” that will facilitate the sharing of
knowledge and experience between the
business and education sectors and enable the
principles of sustainable development to be
embedded in the UK.
The proposal sets out the policy framework
within which ACE will operate, both in terms of
the regional initiatives in Northamptonshire and
the wider sub-region, and shows how ACE
supports a wide range of national policies on
Sustainable Development and skills
development, all fundamental to achieving
Sustainable Development.
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RNRP

REGIONAL PARCS

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

CLIMATE CHANGE

DEFINING GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

The Climate Challenge, described in more detail
in this document, is RNRP’s innovative offer to
the Government, and to partners, to link
together the two key, but presently separate,
national initiatives on Climate Change. The
proposal is that RNRP would use an allocation
from Green Taxes that the government will levy
on business and individuals on energy
consumption beyond their allowances, to
develop and implement environmental initiatives
that will also provide tangible social and
economic benefits.

Green Infrastructure (GI) may be defined a
network of multi-functional greenspace
provided across the Sub-Region. It is set within
and contributes to a high quality natural and
built environment and is required to deliver
‘liveability’ for new communities.
This document was published to address the
level of interest in GI, now nationally recognised
as an integral part of the planning and
development process, setting out the concept
and methodology as a model approach for
others to follow. The development of GI in
Northamptonshire is regarded as an exemplar,
having been developed from the pioneering work
on a countywide environmental character
assessment (ECA) and is now available as an
interactive ECA&GI suite on the www.rnrp.org
website or CD, which automatically updates the
data where internet access is available.

The document is available in full on
www.riverneneregionalpark.org.

REGIONAL PARCS/RNRP
This document reviews the establishment and
development of RNRP and considers its
successes. Starting at the other end of the
document, and reading towards the centre, it
makes a case for the logical development of this
innovative, but tried and tested concept, by the
establishment of a network of Regional Parcs,
based on the RNRP model, both in the UK and in
partnership with our EU colleagues. It
characterises the main elements of a Regional
Parc and the advantages of this approach to
other organisations who can benefit from our
experience in Northamptonshire in the
development of a transparent, efficient and
effective partnership.

The document “Defining Green Infrastructure”
examines the methodology for the three
different levels of use, Regional, sub regional
and local, and sets out not only the key stages
but the learning points from each. For other
organisations contemplating commissioning a GI
study, this provides a very clear model, the
adoption of making significant savings in time
spent on research, development and
implementation, and also the overall costs. In
addition, adoption of the Northamptonshire
approach, which has been tried and tested,
allows studies from different areas to be
brought together and integrated at a
strategic level.

The RNRP partnership adopted a proactive
response to this agenda, focussing these
energies and expertise on ensuring that
development in Northamptonshire would be
sustainable and that both new and old
communities would provide an improvement in
quality of life. This partnership approach proved
to be extremely successful and not only helped to
establish RNRP as an environmental delivery
vehicle, but contributed to its ability to work with,
and contribute to, the development of strategic
growth area planning.
RNRP’s role in taking forward the Environmental
Character Assessment, and subsequently the
Green Infrastructure (GI) strategy have been at
the heart of a long term programme of
development. These documents have contributed
to the national agenda on the integration of
traditional and green forms of infrastructure into
the growth area development plans and is
embedded in the Regional Spatial Strategy.
The work on Environmental Character
Assessment was used to inform the directions for
growth for the Sustainable Urban Extensions in
the growth towns of Corby, Kettering and
Wellingborough and the strategic approach to GI
has ensured that access to the countryside from
and between towns will be enhanced. In addition,
RNRP has consistently delivered new and
innovative environmental projects, which have
tangible social and economic benefits, such as
Stanwick Lakes, the new Country Park and the
Tree Top Way at Salcey Forest, which provides
visitors with a completely new perspective on the
woodland and has transformed its viability as a
publicly accessible greenspace.

The success of RNRP has been its desire to plan
ahead and anticipate the forthcoming needs of
local communities and the government. Its
proposals for addressing Climate Change and the
establishment of an Academy of Corporate
Ecology are just part of the plans to make
Northamptonshire one of the most sustainable
and forward thinking counties in the East Midlands.
Another key strand of the development of RNRP
has been to adopt a business like approach to the
management of the environment, and to
recognise that there is a need to ensure that
there is the fullest engagement between the
public, private and third sectors. In this respect,
not only has RNRP provided the means by which
these could come together, where they might not
otherwise do so, but RNRP made provision from
the outset to benefit from the active involvement
of a Stakeholder Steering Group (SSG), and a
Management Steering Group (MSG). These have
overseen the ongoing development of RNRP
and the adoption of formal business and
associated plans.
Fundamental to the business plan has been the
need for RNRP to become an independent
organisation, focussed on the five core themes
that have been adopted. These are; Project
Enabling, Placemaking, Centre of Excellence for
Environmental Initiatives and Innovation,
Champion for Green Infrastructure across the
region and Enabling Carbon Offset and
Addressing Climate Change, and are at the heart
of all the work undertaken.
Consequently, it was agreed by the SSG that
RNRP would become a Community Interest
Company (CIC). Since then RNRP has created a
Green Infrastructure of environmental projects
across Northamptonshire and secured over £6

million of growth area funding which has been
matched to invest £12 million in environmental
initiatives in Northamptonshire. All of these
projects are bringing about change on the ground
and enhancing the environmental assets that we
already have.
In determining this, a range of options were
considered, although it was clear that it did not
see itself as a profit making company. There was
potential for some holding of land, managing or
possibly owning parks or similar greenspace,
engaging with a wider membership, possibly as a
means of raising funds, the potential for activity
around climate change, joint ventures involving
land development (which may also involve some
acquisition and disposal of key sites) and
receiving land under S106 agreements from
developers, either for long term stewardship or
onward disposal.
Possible alternatives to the CIC included the
establishment of RNRP as an Industrial and
Provident Society, either a co-operative or a
society for the benefit of the community. The CIC
option most closely fitted the criteria and
provided the ability to hold assets on behalf of the
community. This dovetailed into the evolving
government thinking, as set out in the
Government White Paper “Strong and prosperous
communities”, on the desirability of reducing the
amount of top down control from central
government and enabling citizens and
communities to play their part.
RNRP’s status as a Community Interest Company
will be formally launched at the SPARC
conference, taking place in September 2007,
which will showcase the work of RNRP since its
inception in 2003
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FAREWELL TO JASON LONGHURST
After more nearly five years at the top of the tree,
RNRP’s award winning Project Director Jason
Longhurst, has decided to uproot to pastures
new. Jason is moving onto become Executive
Director for the Black Country Consortium – who
hope to benefit from his drive, entrepreneurial
spirit and passion for sustainable environmental
growth in the same way RNRP has done.
Jason became involved with RNRP in 2003 having
developed a strong pedigree in the development
and delivery of strategic, sustainable
environmental planning. His career spans
significant roles in Landscape architecture,
working in partnership with organisations such
as the Environment Agency, Anglian Water and
the Highway Agency. He has been instrumental in
securing almost £10 million in grant funding and
also headed up Northamptonshire County
Council’s Natural Environment department.
Jason has pioneered the RNRP model, playing a
pivotal role in developing and championing the
groundbreaking initiative - providing sympathetic
links between and urban and rural environments.
During its establishment, Jason has had the
unenviable task of battling with multi-sector
partners to make the environmental sector more
business minded. Over the past four years he has
strived to create a fresh approach to achieving
self-sustaining projects.

Institute for
Geo-and Bioarchaeology

SPACE –
CHANGING
FACES: KEVIN
STANNARD
AND THE NEW
BOARD
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Maintaining motivation in often challenging
circumstances has not always been easy,
however Jason has deeply held beliefs about
RNRP’s potential: “RNRP offers a pragmatic
approach and presents a concept that will ensure
that Northamptonshire benefits from Sustainable
Development, as opposed to simply
accommodating growth”.
“There is a need and an opportunity for RNRP to
be able to take a national lead on the future
delivery of Regional Parks. The principles of
transparency and partnership have been at the
heart of RNRP’s work throughout which has
made the model a success.”
Too much has happened in this time to mention
everything, but Jason feels that the most
significant achievement was seeing RNRP come
of age as a formally constituted independent
body. This demonstrated the faith that partners
had in the concept and the organisation, as well
as acknowledging their hard work and dedication.
He is also extremely proud of the pioneering
work in the development of the Environmental
Character Assessment and Green Infrastructure
suite, which has set the standard for the
management of the wider urban and rural
environment and the integration of the
environment into mainstream planning. The
concept of the Regional Parc, the partnership

counties), there is little that Kevin doesn’t know
about sustainable development.
Praising Jason Longhurst for the fantastic job he
and the team have done in developing
partnerships and establishing RNRP into the
model it is today, Kevin sees his role as more
delivery-focussed. He is looking to cement the
foundations of RNRP and maintain the
momentum and motivation of RNRP and partners
to continue to deliver environmental sustainable
growth, contribute to climate change and
champion the concept of Green Infrastructure (GI).

Taking the helm and driving RNRP forward on it’s
journey is Kevin Stannard, RNRP’s new Project
Director. Kevin joins RNRP from the Forestry
Commission. A founding member of the SSG, he
has been a staunch supporter of the RNRP
concept since inception. Kevin brings with him a
wealth of expert knowledge on woodland and
landscape management, including major
conservation projects, provision of public
recreation areas and restoring ancient woodlands
to their former glory, as well as a passion for
archaeology.

Kevin believes passionately in RNRP and sees it
as one of the best, most proactive delivery
vehicles for achieving sustainable growth. His
plan is to ensure that RNRP maintains its profile
and develops its high standard of delivery to meet
the aspirations of the Vision and the milestones
in the business plan

With more than 15 years’ experience gained in
the Forestry Commission from Scotland down to
the New Forest, (the last seven of which being
based in Northampton and the surrounding

Kevin said: “The Forestry Commission has been
using the concept of Green Infrastructure (GI) for
decades, so with the launch of the Growth Areas
we were very well placed to contribute to the

approach to environmental management and the
innovation of tools such as the ECA&GI suite now
lead the agenda in the UK and EU.

WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

As he hands over RNRP’s reigns to a new Project
Director, Jason wishes Kevin Stannard and his
new team every success and has every faith that
they will continue to build on the foundations laid,
to deliver RNRP’s vision by 2016.
For Jason, his next big idea is establishing a
network of Regional Parcs. This would maximise
the benefits of partnership working, achieve more
with a common approach and provide the most
efficient and effective way for environmental
delivery vehicles to make a tangible difference to
environmental, social and economic wellbeing.

Ringkjobing Amt
LANGENHAGEN

So it looks like this certainly won’t be the last
we see of him – more of an “au revoir” than a
final goodbye!
development of recreational and conservation
spaces which deliver tangible environmental,
social and economic benefits.
“Our initial involvement was in Salcey Forest
Phase 1, delivering infrastructure improvements,
closely followed Phase 2 which delivered the
exceptional tree-top walk. So, I have already
seen first hand how the RNRP model works and
am keen to drive this forward to further develop
RNRP as the leading environmental delivery
vehicle in the region.”
Looking to what the future holds, RNRP faces a
number of new challenges including the
establishment of a new board, SSG and two
Green Infrastructure Delivery Groups. Taking the
Community Interest Company (CIC) forward is
high on the agenda as is establishing new
partnerships further a field – outside the region
and throughout Europe. Above all Kevin and the
new Board will ensure that RNRP continues to
take an innovative lead on environmental
management.

for birds
for people
for ever
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