NENESCAPE
Year 1 Summary

A message from
the chair

Our vision is a healthy and resilient River Nene,
where the local wildlife prospers alongside
agricultural and recreational activities.
Industrial, cultural and archaeological legacies are shared and valued by those living
and working in the Nene Valley and opportunities to learn more and develop skills to
manage heritage and the local environment are accessible and plenty.
Nenescape is a partnership of 12 organisations
working together to achieve our shared vision.
Through 16 projects, we will use the history of the
landscape to shape our future work, encourage
exploration of the Nene Valley and secure its
resilience in the face of increasing pressures.

Funded by a £2.6million grant from Heritage Lottery
Fund, contributions from our partners and supported
by a large number of volunteers, Nenescape is a large
investment in the people, heritage and nature of
the Nene Valley. The scheme began in October 2017
and will run until October 2022, with a wide range of
projects, activities and opportunities to get involved.

Welcome to our
fourth newsletter
edition and
round-up of our
first year.
It’s been a very hectic first year
and everyone at Nenescape
is delighted with the progress
made and the fantastic support
we have received from all our
brilliant partners.
This newsletter will outline
just some of the activities and
achievements made as well

as provide you with updates
and useful information and
contact details, regarding our
fabulous 16 projects.
As Chairman, I would like
to thank our fantastic team
Mandy, Ali and Denise, for all
their brilliant work as well as
all my fellow board members
for their time, enthusiasm and
leadership.
We very much look forward
to meeting you at the very
many events and projects we
hold, and encourage you all to
spread all the fantastic, positive
news about what is happening
in our beautiful Nene Valley,

and how our heritage is being
championed, promoted and
cherished.
Finally can I once again thank
the Heritage Lottery Fund for
their continued support and
faith shown in Nenescape,
and of course all you Lottery
players, without whom, none of
this would be possible.

ANDREW LANGLEY

Nenescape Activity
Settlers of the Nene Valley

Nenescape on Film

Enabling Access from Waterway to Land

Extracts of a Changing Landscape

Ancestral barn – Stanwick Lakes

Documenting Nenescape – Screen Northants

Creative wellbeing workshops – Nenescape

Walking in Time

Farming for the Future

By improving facilities and information on the
river - Environment Agency

Archaeology Nene Park

Grants scheme and meadow interpretation
Wildlife Trust BCN

Ice Age to Digital Age
Research and interpretation – Nenescape

Building Bridges

Nene Journey

Community cohesion through angling – Angling
Trust

Concerts and songbook Northamptonshire
Music and Performing Arts Trust

Out to Water, Into History
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Improvements to the Greenway in Rushden
East Northamptonshire Council

Investing in Skills
Training and development Nenescape

Artcodes along the Nene ‘All Aboard for
Rushden’
App and training - Nenescape and University of
Nottingham

Nene Valley Festival
Destination Nene Valley

Resilient River
Restoration works – River Nene Regional Park

Volunteering support
Nenescape

Community grants scheme
Nenescape
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What’s happened this year?
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Nenescape in numbers: the picture so far

For people...
Over 1000 volunteering hours given to ‘Settlers of
the Nene Valley’

For heritage...

15 people have been trained in meadow ecology
100% of people who came to

6 heritage events held at Stanwick Lakes for ‘Settlers

welcome sessions signed up to
becoming a volunteer

of the Nene Valley’

277 page Heritage Audit of Nene Park
233 contributions to the ‘900 Voices of the Nene’
online archive.

2 apprentices working on Horticulture Level 2 course
at Nene Park

100% of Nenescape volunteer task force felt ready
to research after a training workshop

1 volunteer pond ecology training session
2 volunteer library training sessions
4

volunteer archaeology training workshops

21 heritage stories woven into ‘Nene’ music

92% of performers of the Nene concerts said they
felt they learnt about the history of the river and

21 taskforce volunteers inducted

781 views of the film of the concerts (and counting!)

87% said they were more aware of local history,

2 internships complete

Total of

£11,343 distributed to

6 local

nature and folk stories

67 people were engaged in the

heritage organisations for small projects
to tell the story of the Nene Valley

1 biodiversity study of the Greenway in Rushden
3 sites on the river ecologically restored,
comprising 1.5km of river
1 rotary ditcher borrowed from RSPB which created
5105 metres of 3m-wide shallow channels
over 28.9 hectares.
430 sq m of new scrape habitat created Nenescape
social media: Tweets 575, followers 517, posts liked
1,101 times, tweets seen a quarter of a million times.
Facebook page follows 230.
81 newsletter subscribers

production of the feature film

1 viewing platform has been erected and 2 further
platforms are being built at Nene Park

13 people trained in safeguarding children and
vulnerable adults

15 people trained in First Aid

For communities...
2000 people in total engaged

with ‘Settlers of the Nene Valley’

Settlers of the Nene Valley video viewed 825 times

200m of boardwalk substructure completed at

Nene Park

£2,000 raised for Boardwalk
by 100-mile sponsored cycle event
45 people in total attended 3 litter picks. 7 trolleys,
1 bicycle, 1 traffic cone and 1 coconut pulled out of
the river. Over 60 bags of rubbish.
3 festival events, 6 workshops and 4 talks delivered
through ‘900 Voices’

Over 100 Nene Valley Festival events
put on over 9 days, promoted to over
4000 twitter followers.

10 episodes of Nene Valley Festival podcast released.
86 downloads of ‘All Aboard for Rushden’ app 77%
of people said it would increase how much people
learn about Rushden’s heritage 182 signs about

responsible angling delivered to 15 angling clubs.

500 people came to angling coaching events
80 Polish anglers took part in an ‘interesting lure’
competition

1560 young people took part in performances of
Nene concert. 5027 people in audiences.
Nemo visited 10 places on tour
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Our best bits so far
“Spending a beautiful sunny day wandering
in floodplain meadows learning how to
identify different wildflower species with
the Wildlife Trust.”
Mandy,
Nenescape Manager

“Working on one of our project sites with a
fab team of volunteers. It was such a lovely
sunny day, everyone chipped in and it was
great to have been able to make a real
difference to such a valuable habitat.”
Helena,
Land Adviser at Wildlife Trust BCN

of aims and objectives”

“Starting the build on our ancestral barn,
putting on our ‘Come and Meet the Settlers’
event for the Nene Valley Festival and
working with a brilliant team of volunteers.”

Karen,
Destination Nene Valley Officer

Becky, Heritage Project Manager at
Stanwick Lakes

“Being part of a family of partners
and bringing together a diverse range

“Working with such a diverse group of
creative and energetic individuals who are
dedicated to making the project a success!”
Jeff, Nenescape Board Member

“Seeing the foundations of our new boardwalk in
Bluebell Wood. Looking like it will last 50 years.
Will open up more of Nene Park for our visitors.
Can’t wait!”
Adrian, Fundraising Manager for Nene Park Trust
and Nenescape board member

“Watching NMPAT perform Benjamin
Till’s Nene in the Derngate and
Peterborough Cathedral was absolutely
epic. When on holiday in France I
bumped into two English people who
even mentioned it when we started
talking about our feature film!”
Becky, Director at Screen Northants

“Bringing a team of volunteers together and
seeing them grow in confidence, skills and
knowledge. And a cycle ride along the whole
valley!”
Ali, Nenescape Interpretation and
Community Engagement Officer

“This has been the one of the most
enjoyable projects I have been
involved in. It is amazing to be
involved in such a worthwhile project
that will be a legacy in years to come.”
Ron,
Volunteer at Stanwick Lakes
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Denise, Nenescape Project Support
Officer

“A conversation I had with the storyteller at our Nene
Valley Festival launch. I mentioned to him the 900
Voices project and his face lit up.
The centuries-old art of handing down stories is
being maintained and digitalised, blending an old
idea with new media. I thought this nicely summed
up the purpose and benefit of Nenescape.”

“Learning new skills as
well as forming some
great friendships.
Thank you for giving me the opportunity
to get involved. I am looking forward to
the next stages of the build.”
Steve,
volunteer at Stanwick Lakes

Andrew, Nenescape board member
“Seeing my team do so much with so little!”
Kathryn, Chief Executive Officer of River
Nene Regional Park and Board Member

“The performance in Peterborough
Cathedral – not only was I sitting in my
favourite church and listening to music
about the Nene, but there was a new
generation of people engaging with the
history of the river and its landscape.
To top it all it was snowing as we came
out which just added to the magic.”
Sharn, Nenescape Board Member
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“Meeting Val by chance at an event in
Rushden. She later sent us a picture of
very small shoes her grandmother’s
family had made. These tiny shoes hold
something of the past within them.”

“Spending a summers evening bumping around on
a trailer with a group of farmers across a farm rich
in meadows and wildlife when we launched our
Farming for the Future project - we even saw a little
owl on the way back!”

“Volunteering for Nenescape is enhancing my
research skills whilst at the same time improving
my confidence after not being in the workplace
for 15 years while I looked after my family.”
Jane, Nenescape volunteer

Matt, Steering Group Member and Living
Landscape Manager for Wildlife Trust BCN
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What to look out
for in 2019
and beyond

Opportunities to get involved

Events and activities in the ancestral barn
at Stanwick Lakes.
Opening of the Bluebell Wood boardwalk
at Nene Park.
Live online archive of ‘900 Voices of Nene’.
New musical arrangement of ‘Nene’ for
groups.
Screenings of feature film.
Further rounds of ‘Stories of the Nene’
community grants
Annual Nene Valley Festivals
Gateway and benches on the Greenway
in Rushden
Improved facilities for boaters and
canoeists on the river
New stories to explore with the ‘All
Aboard for Rushden’ app
More sections of the river restored
More grants for farmers and
landowners for environmentally-friendly
improvements
Scything workshops
More opportunities to get involved
across the partnership with volunteering,
training and a range of work placements

Volunteer with
Nenescape or with
a partner organisation

Work placement,internship
and work experience
opportunities

Promoting opportunities in heritage,
environment and culture across the
Nene Valley – get in touch to promote
your volunteering vacancies on our
website and social media.

Write to us:

Tell us what you think. We’re always keen to
hear about what we’re getting right, what we
can improve on and what you’d like to see.

alison@rnrp.org
E-mail us:
Call us:
01539 526438 | 07715 659832
Visit our website: www.nenescape.org

River Nene Regional Park CiC
Unit 1 The Business Exchange
Rockingham Rd
Kettering
NN16 8JX

Think you know Nenescape now?
Test your knowledge with this wordsearch!
1.

Angling Trust’s project is ______.

2.

A _____ study completed on the Greenway in Rushden.

3.

The _______ Festival happens in September each year.

4.

We collected 900 _______ of the Nene.

B T R M S T

5.

The history app is called ‘_______ for Rushden’

G E Z

6.

A _____ was used to create scrape habitats at Nene Park.

7.

‘______ of the Nene Valley’ is a project at Stanwick Lakes.

N R L R T Y

L

F M O Q U S P T

8.

A feature film has been produced by _____ Northants.

I

J

P B

9.

13 people attended ______ training.			

H P R E H C T
L

I

D Y R A T O R

E P A C S E N E N
I

G N

J

X D H E

I M R A F C

I W N E N E V A L

B A R T A

F C S

R R

11. Nenescape’s most westerly town is ______.

A O S R E

12. The only city in Nenescape’s area is ______.

U U Y X A A R N N B E D X N V

14. We used a _____ survey to see under the surface of the ground
at Nene Park.
15. There is _____ archaeology at Nene Park and Stanwick Lakes.
16. The _____ Lottery Fund is Nenescape’s main funding body.
17. Nenescape is a ______ Partnership Scheme.
18. The whole partnership is called _____.

L

L

I

10. People have donated time by becoming a _______.

13. We took _____ on tour this summer.

O O E

E Y

I M C D A

D O C G E N G A R C R E
I

L

E S E

L P N S R

T T E S

L K Q D E

G G H A W N N T U M S C L A
E H P S P A T

I

L N L O T C L D

F N O T P M A H T R O N A A O
A R E G

I

O N A L

I

P V H O

S E G D

I

R B G N

I

D L

I

I

U B

19. The partnership is hosted by River Nene _____ Park.
20. We are working with the Wildlife Trust on ‘_____ for the Future’.
21. We hope to improve _____ to the river to encourage people to
go to it.
22. The Nene is an important source of _____.
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23. We hope to increase the number of _____ on the river.
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Thank you

to our funders, partners
and volunteers

River Nene Regional Park CiC, Unit 1 The Business Exchange, Rockingham Rd, Kettering, NN16 8JX
Tel: 01536 526 438 | www.nenescape.org

