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Foreword
With major changes being introduced into the way decisions are being made
about planning and an increasing need to achieve more with less, it is refreshing
to showcase some of the pioneering work that the River Nene Regional Park has
undertaken. Since its establishment in 2004, it has demonstrated just how powerful
and effective close partnership working across the sectors can be, and how important
it is to have a shared vision to work towards.

Northamptonshire has a unique, understated character that
is greatly valued by its communities, but one that needs to be
managed in a way that protects its wildlife and natural and cultural
assets, whilst accommodating change in an appropriate way. With
increased opportunities for decisions to be made at local level, it
is important that the future should be fully informed by objective
data, and that the wealth of knowledge and expertise of RNRP’s
unique cross-sector partnership should be used to the full.
In publishing this document, the intention is to give an insight
into the scope and nature of the work that has been undertaken in
Northamptonshire, and to recognise the importance of maintaining
and improving the partnership work that is achieving so much.
I do hope that you will not only find the examples shown here
interesting, but that they will encourage you to learn more of the
RNRP partnership’s work, and to lend your support to its continued
success in making Northamptonshire a better place in which to
live and work.
Christopher Davidge
Chair of the River Nene Regional Park Board
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The River Nene Regional Park (RNRP), a not-for-profit Community Interest
Company, is at the heart of an enduring partnership that comprises a wide
range of environmental organisations.
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The Board and Stakeholder Steering Group are from public, private
and third sector organisations with an interest or responsibility for
the environment, working together in response to the Sustainable
Communities Plan. This saw the county designated as a “growth
area”, stating: “there are no environmental constraints to
development in Northamptonshire”.
However, although there are no nationally recognised
designations, such as Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)
or designated Green Belt in Northamptonshire, it remains a
largely rural county. It also has a wonderfully unspoilt landscape
that boasts many historic towns and villages and an increasingly
healthy environment that provides home to a wide range of flora
and fauna.

RNRP has secured
over £20 million of
green investment for
Northamptonshire

Nevertheless, the future of these will need to be carefully
managed to safeguard them and to secure environmental benefits
while accommodating appropriate development proposals. RNRP
seeks to maintain close links with its partners and the wider
community in the development and co-ordination of the delivery of
green spaces and green places (known as Green Infrastructure), as
an essential part of sustainable development.
Green Infrastructure is a planned network of green spaces
and interconnecting links with multiple uses, which are designed,
developed and managed to meet the environmental, social and
economic needs of communities. It is set within, and contributes
to a high quality built and natural environment and is required to
enhance the quality of life for present and future residents and
visitors, and to provide ‘liveability’ for new and
existing communities.
This creative and innovative approach to the management of the
landscape and its natural and heritage assets, and the delivery
of projects through partnership, is an essential part of achieving
sustainable development in Northamptonshire.
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RNRP has three main areas of focus, which are to:

*
*
*

Co-ordinate the delivery of green 			
infrastructure in Northamptonshire

Research and develop the concept and 		
delivery of green infrastructure

Champion and promote green infrastructure,
on behalf of the wider partnership

RNRP’s ‘brand’ has become known for quality and
innovation as it promotes green infrastructure and
raises the profile of Northamptonshire, highlighting
the quality of its environment, design and the delivery
of sustainable development. RNRP manages the
East Midlands Green Infrastructure Network (EMGIN)
website and holds events and workshops in the East
Midlands, supported by partners such as Natural
England, which attract national interest.
The success of RNRP’s work in Northamptonshire
can be seen in the influence it has had on strategic
plans, the range of schemes and level of stakeholder
engagement on the website, its projects, publications
and the workshops and the events it holds in the
county and across the region. Through these
initiatives, RNRP is seen as a model to ‘fast track’
other organisations to more effectively deliver social,
economic and environmental benefits. RNRP’s small
executive team, innovative partnership working and
its governance structure make it a model for others
to emulate, both in the UK and Europe.

RNRP led the develop m e n t o f a p a r t n e r s h i p a p p r o a c h t o
N ort h amptonshire’s la nd s c a p e c ha r a c t er a s s es s m e n t
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What Green Infrastructure

means for you

RNRP works closely with partners and stakeholders to develop schemes and secure
funding through national, regional and local organisations and the private sector, and
co-ordinates the delivery of green infrastructure at strategic and local levels. Since
2004, RNRP has secured over £20 million of “green investment” for Northamptonshire.

An example of one of RNRP’s innovative Signature Projects is the Tree Top Walk in Salcey
Forest. The design and implementation of the project was undertaken by the Forestry
Commission with the funding being allocated by RNRP from the government’s Growth Area
Fund. This 300m elevated walkway, which has a built in ‘wobble’ provides an ‘access for all’
route into the canopy of the ancient woodland, giving spectacular views over the county from
the 20m high crows nest. This has the advantage of reducing the amount of footfall on the
most sensitive parts of the site, which is of Special Scientific Interest.

‹

Salcey Forest Tree Top Way, a superb experience with ‘access for all’

Another Signature Project is the new country park at Stanwick Lakes, supported by funding secured by RNRP to provide a range of
leisure activities for all the family whilst safely managing an internationally significant open-water site for its over-wintering and nesting
birds. This attracts over 200,000 visitors a year to enjoy the site, which is also managed as a site that is of international importance for
its overwintering birds. This is a Site of Special Scientific Interest and a potential Special Protection Area. This remarkable achievement
is the result of thoughtful design and management that allows the two otherwise conflicting roles to work together in harmony.

‹

Visitor centre at Stanwick Lakes

RNRP also supports projects in urban areas, such as the refurbishment of parks in
Northampton, which connect the town to the surrounding countryside and the wider network
of green places and spaces. It also operates at landscape scale, connecting towns such as
Northampton and Wellingborough, improving access, enhancing habitats and increasing
wildlife along the river valleys.
Breathing Places providing greater access from doorstep to countryside

›

RNRP encourages innovation and best practice
in the design of new facilities
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RNRP led the development of a partnership
approach to landscape character assessment,
which not only provided objective environmental
base line data, but was the foundation for
Northamptonshire’s Green Infrastructure network.
The programme of studies used the latest
techniques to prepare a series of digital maps
that, along with descriptive text and photographs,
to provide highly detailed assessments of various
aspects of the landscape, as well as strategies and
guidelines for their long term management.

This was designed to support the planning and development
process, having informed decisions on the directions for growth
of Corby, Kettering and Wellingborough, as well as more detailed
proposals for development. Further landscape sensitivity studies
have also been undertaken in Daventry, Northampton, Towcester
and Brackley, as well as assessments of the potential of individual
sites to accommodate appropriate development.
These studies not only allow the prioritisation and monitoring of
investment but provide the basis for environmental policies in
North Northamptonshire’s Core Spatial Strategy, with both the
Environmental Character and Green Infrastructure elements being
adopted in their entirety.
Examples of the information contained in the interactive
suite include the Biodiversity Character Map and the Green
Infrastructure network, shown above, which includes the
Environmental Investment Area in green, which is where the
greatest return on investment in the environment can be achieved.
Northamptonshire’s Environmental Character Assessment and
Green Infrastructure suite, freely available to download on the
RNRP website, won national awards from the Royal Town Planning
Institute and the Landscape Institute and the Academy for
Sustainable Communities.
For further information on RNRP and the ECA&GI suite, please
visit our website at: www.riverneneregionalpark.org
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RNRP has est a b l i s h e d a n o b j e c t i v e e n v i r o n m e n t a l b a s e l i n e
and a strategic fr a mew o r k t o info r m d ev elo p m e n t a n d g r e e n
inv es t ment in N or t h a m p t on s h i r e
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Continuing Projects
Supporting Northamptonshire’s
Sustainable Land Management
RNRP works in partnership to improve land management and
protect or enhance wildlife habitats, securing public access
where appropriate, through a number of initiatives. These include
providing support for access to High Level Stewardship, which
has brought in over £4.5 million into Northamptonshire over a ten
year period, offers widespread benefits to landowners and the
community. It also supports landowners with advice on Catchment
Sensitive Farming, reducing the amount of pesticides used to avoid
it leaching into the rivers and streams and affecting water quality.

RNRP develops environmental
strategy and supports its
delivery on the ground through
partnership working and
community engagement

BE INSPIRED
FEEL INSPIRED
VISIT INSPIRED SPACES...
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RevitalISE

›

RNRP is also host to RevitalISE, a project taking in all the
catchment of the River Ise the main tributary of the River Nene.
This area includes Wellingborough, Kettering, Rothwell &
Desborough and a wide section of the countryside up towards
Daventry. The project encompasses biodiversity improvements
such as at Tailby Meadows, Desborough, historic protection
as at Castle Field, Wicksteed Park, access improvements as
at Arthingworth and community involvement. The community
involvement includes a project called ‘Trout in the Classroom’ at
three schools and helping create two new community groups at
Kettering and Isham.
With the support of an ‘Awards for All - Big Lottery’ grant, RNRP
and the RevitaISE project are running a series of community
workshops for Environmental Education and Skills Development
Training. A mix of theory and practical elements, the courses
are aimed at local groups and those with an interest in gaining
a greater appreciation, or learning more, about a wide range
of environmental management issues such as wildflower
identification, surveying techniques coppicing and hedgelaying.

Commmunity Engagement

›

RNRP’s work at a local level has also included managing a
community grant scheme to support local projects ranging from
the development of gardens and allotments at Brambleside School
in Kettering, the construction of a sensory garden at Top Lodge,
the restoration of a 17th century Banqueting House to the opening
up of a Local Nature Reserve with ‘access for all’.
It has also supported the Playbuilder initiative, the first scheme
of which has seen the installation of natural play elements and
environmental enhancements in the Pocket Park at Boughton.
RNRP has also supported the Northampton Allotments Network
(NAN) by establishing an annual award for the best young
gardener, with the intention of engaging young people in
learning more about, and caring for, the environment.

Brambleside school garden
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Current projects
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APPENDIX E:
STRATEGIC PLAN

The Nene Valley Strategic Plan
RNRP’s countywide role, and status as a
Community Interest Company, places it
in a unique position to work with partners
from the public, private and third sectors
across and beyond Northamptonshire’s
administrative boundaries. This allows us
to address landscape scale and strategic
issues that support the work of partners
and the interests of stakeholders.
The Nene Valley Strategic plan, available on the RNRP website, is
the result of a series of workshops, consultations and professional
input, and extensive engagement with stakeholders, that provides
a vision for the long-term future of the Nene Valley and its
hinterland. Focusing primarily on the valley and its surrounding
environs between Northampton and Peterborough, the strategic
plan defines a number of clear objectives, which it takes forward
through five related themes and recommendations for actions.
The strategic plan highlights the importance of the primary and
secondary gateways to the Nene Valley, the continuity provided by
the river corridor and the historic villages that run along it, as well
as the Rockingham Forest and the villages linking the valley to the
major towns in North Northamptonshire.
The plan offers a framework for environmental management,
the protection and enhancement of sites of natural and
cultural importance for the greater enjoyment of the Nene,
the reinvigoration of the Nene towns, promoting opportunities
for a living and working countryside, improve connectivity and
enhancing the natural and cultural attractions this important
landscape has to offer.
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RNRP has a countywide, cross
boundary role in the development
and co-ordination of landscapescale initiatives

*

Northampton Marina, Becket’s Park
Identified as a major opportunity in
the Nene Valley Strategic plan, the
latest flagship project is the £2.15
million Northampton Marina, is being
constructed in the disused boating lake
at Becket’s Park. It is a partnership
scheme between RNRP, the Environment
Agency and Northampton Borough
Council, which is funded by the West
Northamptonshire Development Company
and Northamptonshire Enterprise Ltd,
Northamptonshire County Council and the
East Midlands Development Agency.

Northampton
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The marina will become an attraction in its own right and create a
new focus for Becket’s Park, act as a gateway to the Nene Valley,
open up access to the river and strengthen links through the town,
particularly the St John’s area, to ensure that Northampton makes
the most of the river at its heart. It will significantly increase the
numbers of boats travelling through and stopping at Northampton,
create a gateway between the national canal network and
navigable River Nene to the east, attract inward investment,
increase leisure and tourism, and therefore employment
opportunities that will support the local economy.
The marina will open in March 2011, in time for the 250th
anniversary of the Rive Nene being navigable and, as part of the
Cultural Olympiad, will be host to a series of events including the
annual Inland Waterways Association festival in May. It will help to
make Northampton a more attractive and appealing destination that
will encourage local communities and tourist to explore the town,
its heritage and other attractions. As such, the marina will play an
important role in transforming the waterfront, regenerating the St
John’s area, increasing tourism and supporting the local economy.

Work underway
at Northampton
marina, Becket’s
Park
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RNRP works in partnership to
address strategic issues
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addressing Climate Change

Identified as a national and
international priority, supporting
measures to mitigate and adapt to Climate
Change are considered in all that we do.
One of RNRP’s priority areas, therefore,
is to increase the amount of woodland, in
appropriate locations, to absorb carbon
dioxide, a greenhouse gas produced as a
by-product of the consumption of energy,
whether through business, home or
leisure use.

Woodland
Martin Moore

The national “Low Carbon Transition Plan” sets an ambitious
target for increasing woodland in England as one of a series of
measures to meet energy reduction targets over the next fifteen
years. On a pro-rata basis, there is a need to create an additional
1,200 ha of new woodland in North Northamptonshire, to meet this
target. RNRP’s priority is therefore to support the establishment
of a Carbon Sink Forest pilot project in North Northamptonshire,
which will focus on extending the present area of the Rockingham
Forest, once covering a significantly larger part of the landscape.
To begin this ambitious project, RNRP is providing support for
the management of a steering group, comprised of a range of
interested organisations from the public, private and third sectors
and engage with businesses and the community to develop the
means by which the funding of tree planting and management to
meet the challenging target can become self sustaining. Not only
will this help to address climate change and provide a transferable
model that can be used elsewhere, but it will provide the multiple
benefits that are associated with such innovative and ambitious
strategic Green Infrastructure initiatives.

Rockingham

Forest Land
scape
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*

Following on from the opportunities
identified in the Nene Valley Strategic plan,
the comprehensive ECA & GI suite and the
potential of the landscape scale work on
the Rockingham Forest, RNRP is working
towards the establishment of further
environmental initiatives.
Whist still in their formative stages and dependent upon securing
partnership funding, these include drawing together a range of
opportunities for strategic land management along the Nene
Valley, and the UPPER NENE VALLEY GRAVEL PITS potential
Special Protection Area (pSPA), improving connectivity between
the Nene and Brampton valleys, supporting the enhancement
and creation of new wildlife habitats and woodland and, through
improving woodland and habitat management, halting and
reversing the decline of threatened species of wildlife.

The River Nene Regional Park
was chosen as the winner for
the East Midlands Region of
the UK Landscape Awards 2010.
This follows national awards
in previous years from the
Landscape and Royal Town Planning
Institutes and the Academy for
Sustainable Communities for their
‘Creating the Future’ and ‘Award
for Excellence’ categories.
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As a Community Interest Company, RNRP will continue to work in
partnership with the public, private and third sectors to implement
these proposals, to innovate, push forward the boundaries and
secure the best possible value for money. It aims to do so whilst
achieving the highest possible standards in the planning and
management of Northamptonshire’s environment, its wildlife and
natural and historic landscape.

RNRP Working in Partnership
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RIVER NENE REGIONAL PARK
Community Interest Company
c/o Northamptonshire County Council, PO Box No 221, John Dryden House, 8-10 The Lakes, Northampton, NN4 7DE
T: 01604 237648
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