space issue 2

17/10/06

09:45

Page 1

SPACE

AN INSIGHT INTO THE RIVER NENE REGIONAL PARK INITIATIVE

AUTUMN/WINTER 2006 ISSUE 2

CONTACT THE RNRP TEAM: RIVER NENE REGIONAL PARK, C/O NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL,
PO BOX 221, FIRST FLOOR, JOHN DRYDEN HOUSE, 8-10 THE LAKES, NORTHAMPTON NN4 7DD
T. 0044 (0)1604 237648 F. 0044 (0)1604 236696 E. RNRP@NORTHAMPTONSHIRE.GOV.UK W. WWW.RNRP.ORG
SPACE HAS BEEN PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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WELCOME TO THE 2ND EDITION OF

SPACE

‘THE RIVER NENE REGIONAL PARK (RNRP) INITIATIVE MAGAZINE AIMED AT INDIVIDUALS AND
ORGANISATIONS RESPONSIBLE FOR LEADING, SHAPING AND DEVELOPING GREEN SPACE ACROSS
THE EAST MIDLANDS, MILTON KEYNES AND SOUTH MIDLANDS (MKSM) AND NORTHAMPTONSHIRE’
The huge success of the Salcey Forest ‘Tree
Top Way’, partnered with Forest Enterprise
can only echo this and is just one of the
projects that the RNRP Initiative has
completed to date with one of it’s many
partners. An article on the opening of the
‘Tree Top Way’ can be seen in this edition.

D

SIMON HODGSON
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF FOREST
ENTERPRISE
In the 1st Edition the RNRP Initiative
introduced and illustrated its existing
‘Tangible’ projects and potential design-led
‘Signature’ projects. The RNRP now has
updates on all of these projects and main
features include the progress and events
related to Green Infrastructure delivery.
Since the launch of SPACE the past 12
months have proved very eventful for the
RNRP team. They have coordinated many
innovative and exciting new projects all set
within challenging programme and
timescales. A diverse background of expertise
and knowledge within the team and the
Initiative’s Private, Voluntary and Public
Sector Partners has contributed to this
successful delivery.

RNRP PHOTO LIBRARY PROVIDED BY MIKE FINN-KELCY 07887 912402

We have also seen the extremely popular
launch event for Green Infrastructure (GI)
organised and jointly hosted by the RNRP
Initiative and another partner, The
Environment Agency in September 2005.
This event attracted over 200 delegates and
a broad range of representatives from
groups involved within the MKSM growth area.
This event was coordinated by the RNRP
team in just under 3 months and ran
parallel with the development and launch of
the RNRP website. This is now being used
as a very visual tool to keep partners and
public up to date with the actions and future
intentions of the Initiative. The refreshing
innovative graphics and text explain the
history behind the RNRP and why it is here
and the site provides links to other partnering
projects and relative organisations.
Added to this issue is progress on RNRP
branding, updates on DCLG Funding, Bids
and GI News, an update on the progress of a
Wet Grassland Creation and much more.
And… if that’s not enough to give you a
taster of what’s inside this edition, the
RNRP Initiative has been awarded a certificate
of merit by the East Midlands Regional
Assembly (EMRA) for the innovative and
inspiring work it is doing to improve the
environment!

DEPARTMENT FOR COMMUNITIES
AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT MINISTER
BARONESS ANDREWS SAID
"We all know that we need to provide new
homes for the next generation. This is,
however, not just about bricks and mortar,
it’s about building sustainable communities
supported by the right infrastructure –
transport, education, healthcare and, crucially,
green spaces. This is why we have committed
£24million of the Growth Area Fund
exclusively to green space projects.
The River Nene Regional Park is an exciting
long term project which demonstrates the
government's commitment to everyone
having access to good quality green spaces.
Excellent progress has been made by the
River Nene Regional Park Partnership
towards delivering this vision over the last
year in a number of innovative ways;
including Stanwick Lakes and Salcey Forest."

THE RNRP IS NOW THE LARGEST
GREENSPACE GAF2 FUNDED
PROJECT IN THE UK.
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HOW DID THE
RNRP EVOLVE?
D LOUISE JOHNSON FROM THE ENVIRONMENT AGENCY EXPLAINS.
In February 2003, the Department for
Communities and Local Government (DCLG)
launched a Sustainable Communities Plan:
‘Building for the Future’. Its purpose was to
create sustainable, thriving communities that
are a pleasure to live in. To achieve this, it set out
a target of an additional 200 000 new homes to be
built by 2016 and a commitment to spend £22
billion on improving housing and infrastructure
between 2002 and 2006.

The RNRP secured Growth Area Funding to
enable delivery of a series of tangible projects
through working with partners. This acted as a
catalyst for the development of the River Nene
Regional Park, and its ongoing programme to
ensure that new and existing communities would
benefit from this green space provision. Initial
governance structure is now in place to move the
partnership forward, with the aim to become
self-sustaining within 5 years (2010).

One of the four areas identified for this housing
provision is the Milton Keynes and South
Midlands (MKSM) growth area. The concept of
the River Nene Regional Park (RNRP) emerged
as a result of the recognition that these sustainable
communities needed to be accompanied by the
delivery of a network of high quality green spaces.

There are three key themes to ensure that this
network provides multi-functional, attractive and
innovative outdoor spaces;

"I think the RNRP is a fantastic opportunity for
interested partners to come together for a
common purpose. The RNRP enables green
space projects to be delivered which are vital to
ensure that new and expanded communities are
pleasant environments in which people want to
live and stay for many years. A key part of the
MKSM growth is that full consideration is given,
at every stage of the planning process, to the
need for a network of well thought-out green
spaces. We have a great opportunity to create
fantastic places to live that incorporate well
designed and built homes that minimise water,
waste and energy consumption, in locations with
good access to green spaces with benefits
for health, recreation and relaxation."

WHO GUIDES THE RNRP INITIATIVE?

Louise Johnson, Principal Officer,
External Relations, Environment Agency

Photograph ©RNRP Mike Finn-Kelcey

• A place for sport, recreation and healthy living
• A place for culture and learning
• A place for environmental research and innovation

The RNRP is directed by a Stakeholder Steering
Group (SSG) representing key public, private and
voluntary sector partners, which sets the strategic
direction for activity within the RNRP project. The
Partnership currently comprises 27 organisations
who contribute to the promotion of sustainability
and sustainable development.

The identity has to provide a way to unify the
RNRP message and create a strong platform to
secure funding. Read about how this was
tackled on page 17.
SUMMARY OF WORK ACHIEVED TO DATE
The River Nene Regional Park has successfully
delivered £4.2 million worth of Green
Infrastructure over the first two years of its
existence. Initially, £1.5 million from the DCLG
Growth Area Fund was allocated to RNRP
projects, and further direct and match funding
was secured to give a total of £4.2 million.
Sources included central Government, Government
agencies, Local Authorities, EU Interreg IIIB and
the private sector.
The RNRP met its aims for 2004/2006 of
delivering tangible Green Infrastructure projects,
developing signature projects, inputting
research and developing and testing the RNRP
concept as a partnership initiative. This approach
has ensured that a further £4.5 million has been
secured from central government GAF 2 funding
to deliver more exciting projects throughout
2006/2008. This is the highest amount of funding
to be secured for any Green Infrastructure
project in the United Kingdom.

DEVELOPMENT OF A BRAND
The need for a strong and unified brand is very
important in today’s business climate. The RNRP
needs a strong identity that is easily recognisable
for a wide audience including founders, decision
makers and practitioners, delivery organisations
and communities.

Photograph ©RNRP Jason Longhurst

Read about the achievements of the individual
GAF 1 projects on page 13, whilst pages 5-9
provide information on how the GAF 2 funding
will be spent.

Photograph ©RNRP Jason Longhurst

GROWTH AREA
FUNDED PROJECTS
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MAKING NEW SPACES
GAF 2 - NORTH NORTHANTS AND WEST NORTHANTS GREEN
INFRASTRUCTURE (GI) RNRP LEADING THE WAY

D

MAKING CONNECTIONS
The Green Infrastructure studies carried out by
the RNRP are currently being implemented, as
the RNRP has now received funding for a
number of defined projects, which will
implement this research and deliver infrastructure on the ground. These all come under the
overall theme of ‘Making Connections’. The
projects are underpinned by the identification of
areas for enhancement through the Green
Infrastructure studies, and the result of these
projects will be the creation of new GI in areas
of low provision.
OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE PROVIDED TO:
• PROMOTE HEALTH AND FITNESS
• INCREASE ACCESS TO THE NATURAL
ENVIRONMENT
• DELIVER HANDS- ON EDUCATIONAL
LEARNING
• SUPPORT INCREASED COMMUNITY
PARTICIPATION IN THE MANAGEMENT
OF THE LOCAL ENVIRONMENT
• BIODIVERSITY
This represents an important evolution in the GI
approach and a progression from the strategic
framework which will focus on co-ordinated,
tangible projects linking the urban through the
urban fringe and out to the wider environment.
The RNRP is leading the way in GI development
incorporating a new, proactive approach to
environmental delivery and priority into investing in the environment

Photograph ©RNRP Mike Finn-Kelcey

WHAT ARE THESE
TANGIBLE PROJECTS?
GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE ENVIRONMENTAL GRANT SCHEME
These grants will provide funding for projects
that will deliver significant environmental,
landscape, access and recreational benefits for
the region. This funding is available to both
community groups and individuals.
THE MAIN OBJECTIVES OF THE SCHEME ARE TO:
• BENEFIT URBAN AND URBAN FRINGE
AREAS, LINKING TO RURAL COMMUNITIES
• IMPROVE ACCESS LINKS BETWEEN AND
WITHIN URBAN AND RURAL AREAS
• ENHANCE THE BUILT HERITAGE
• MAINTAIN, ENHANCE AND CREATE
WILDLIFE HABITATS
• ADD VALUE TO LOCAL SPACE
• PROMOTE ENJOYMENT AND UNDERSTANDING
OF THE ENVIRONMENT
This environmental grant scheme is an exciting
opportunity for the River Nene Regional Park to
involve individuals and communities in enhancing
their local environment by providing and enhancing
green infrastructure resources.
The grant scheme will be launched before the
end of this year, so get thinking of things that
could benefit your local environment!

Photograph © Rockingham Forest Trust

STANWICK LAKES
Building on the first phase of outdoor infrastructure
works/ play area which have been completed
the following elements are to be constructed:
• CENTRAL BUILDING PROVIDING
INDOOR ACTIVITIES
• VISITOR INTERPRETATION
• ICONIC OUTDOOR THEATRE
• INFRASTRUCTURE AND HIRE
FACILITIES (ADVENTURE -TRAILS,
WATER SPORTS AND FISHING)
KINGSTHORPE LOCAL NATURE RESERVE (LNR)
The Kingsthorpe Local Nature Reserve project
will extend the existing LNR currently leased to
the Northamptonshire Wildlife Trust to extend
linkages in the Brampton Valley promoting a
countryside to urban centre footpath.
The sensitive management required of this
County Wildlife Site’s wet grassland and swamp
habitats in order to maintain and promote their
biodiversity value will also be implemented.
CHESTER FARM
Chester Farm is to be subject to ongoing
refurbishment as part of its development into a
publicly accessible Heritage Park, research and
training centre for sustainable management of
the historic,built and natural environment.
Capitalising on Chester Farm’s unique range of
assets which include archaeology, historic
buildings and ecology, this will become a
regional Centre of Excellence.

Photograph ©RNRP Helen Lowery

FERMYN WOODS INTERNATIONAL
ARTS PROJECT
It will be a centre of excellence for creativity and
the environment at Fermyn Woods, near
Brigstock. Both the new sustainably designed
facilities and the adjoining landscape will
become the focus for a creative, educational and
research programme of events and interventions
exploring new forms of art making in collaboration
with environmental services.
ANOTHER COUNTRY PARK SCHEME LOOKS TO
EXTEND DAVENTRY COUNTRY PARK TO THE
GRAND UNION CANAL. THIS WILL:
• ALLOW THE USE OF THE PARK BY PEOPLE
TO BE SPREAD OVER A WIDER AREA
• ENCOURAGE ACCESS TO AND FROM THE
TOWN AND COUNTRYSIDE
• PROVIDE SPACE FOR BIODIVERSITY
ENHANCEMENT MEASURES INCLUDING
BENEFITS TO THE COUNTY WILDLIFE SITES
OF THE COUNTRY PARK AND RESERVOIR
BROOK
• ENCOURAGE EXERCISE WITH THE
ATTENDANT HEALTH BENEFITS
A very important existing site within the county
is the SSSI area between WOLLASTON AND EARLS
BARTON where former aggregate extraction
lakes have been earmarked for future Special
Protection Areas.

Photograph ©RNRP Mike Finn-Kelcey

Photograph ©RNRP James Bolitho

The WETLAND WILDERNESS PROJECT will
provide essential management for this an
internationally important wetlands habitat. This
will increase its biodiversity and create an
inspiring place for the public to learn about the
sites wildlife facilities provided will include an
innovative new bird hide, cycle and walking
routes, improved moorings and a new waterside café.
STUDY- BASED SCHEMES
Running alongside these tangible projects are
schemes such as ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING
FOR CHANGE recording and measuring change
in Local Nature Reserves, County Wildlife Sites
and Sites of Special Scientific Interest across the
RNRP, MKSM and wider growth areas. The GI
ENVIRONMENTAL GRANT SCHEME is a
programme to target wider stakeholder-owned
sites located within the urban/urban fringe.
Seed funding will be provided in order to attract
private and public sector funding. Sites for
selected projects will be chosen to support the
emerging Northamptonshire GI framework.
Types of project to be targeted include:
• URBAN PARKS AND GARDENS
• NEW ACCESS LINKS
• ENHANCEMENT OF SIGNAGE AND
INTERPRETATION
• LOCAL NATURE RESERVES, COUNTY
WILDLIFE SITES AND POCKET PARKS (URBAN/
URBAN FRINGE LOCATIONS)
• BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLAN TARGET
HABITATS (WOODLAND, WET GRASSLAND ETC.)
• ENVIRONMENT ENHANCEMENT PROJECTS

Photograph ©RNRP Elaine Jaggs

Photograph ©RNRP Helen Lowery

Photograph ©RNRP Helen Lowery

GI SUMMARY
The RNRP has been identified as the key
provider of Green Infrastructure for communities
in the area. The success of past projects and the
potential of the above projects demonstrate that
the RNRP partner approach has unleashed the
ability to provide Green Infrastructure in an
innovative and inspiring fashion. Working with
stakeholders, delivery partners, the public and
private sector, the RNRP is creating a network
of accessibility to entice people into the
countryside and enjoy it in the most effective and
motivating manner possible.

The funding secured for project delivery has put
the RNRP at the forefront of Green Infrastructure
delivery across the country. A total of £4.5
million secured in the second round of Growth
Area Funding is the largest secured by any
organisation. This success enables the RNRP
not only to deliver a sustainable network of
Green Infrastructure assets, but also empowers
the RNRP to act as a champion and advocate for
a joined up and innovative approach to GI
delivery. RNRP projects and the overall RNRP
approach provide an inspirational model, and set
the standard for other GI projects and initiatives.
The following 3 pages describe the 3 other
RNRP projects to have secured this funding.

Photograph ©RNRP Helen Lowery
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TOP
LODGE

WOODS IS AN EXCITING, INNOVATIVE PROJECT DESIGNED TO CELEBRATE
D FINESHADE
THE CULTURAL HERITAGE OF ROCKINGHAM FOREST AND DELIVER A HIGH QUALITY,

RNRPCONNECTING PEOPLE AND
PLACE-MAKE TRAVELLING
AN EXPERIENCE.
HAS IN EXCESS OF 3,000
D NORTHAMPTONSHIRE
KILOMETRES OF FOOTPATHS, BRIDLEWAYS AND

SUSTAINABLE GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE ASSET FOR THE PEOPLE OF CORBY, NORTH
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE AND FURTHER AFIELD.
Covering 208 square miles of undulating ground in
north Northamptonshire, the woods has at its centre
Grade II listed farm buildings completed in 1771,
and the ancient woodland of Fineshade Woods.

showcasing of local crafts and craftspeople with:• A new rural craft marketplace in the courtyard
at Top Lodge, making productive use of the old
cattle stalls for a co-operative retail outlet.

THE PROJECT HAS FOUR
OVERLAPPING DIMENSIONS:

• A suite of workshops for Craft Guild members.
Constructed from green oak using traditional
techniques, they will be located in a position that will
enable visitors to observe the crafts being practised.

1. Environmental Education and Lifelong
Learning: This will provide a major new learning
centre incorporating a joint Royal Society for the
Protection of Birds (RSPB) and Forestry
Commission field teaching programme that will
deliver national curriculum targeted programmes
to local school and college students. An adult
education centre will also be available for local
businesses for training and other uses. This is
to be coupled with the successful Red Kites @
Rockingham Project hosted from Top Lodge,
which looks to bring back the majestic Red
Kites to the area. These themes will be linked
together through the practice and demonstration
of rural crafts which will also support the
following dimension of the project;
2. Rural Crafts and Rural Products: In association
with the Rockingham Forest Craft Guild the
project will provide a centre of excellence for the

• The construction of a replica Saxon Great Hall
within the ancient woods by the Craft Guild using
local oak and other natural materials. This will be
a flexible space for craft demonstrations,
exhibitions, training events, and community use.
It will also set the scene for the demonstration of
charcoal making and iron smelting for education
and cultural heritage purposes.
• A rural café in the main barn. This will be an
exemplar local food café, linked to local farms
with seasonal wholefood on the menu and will
provide a key node in delivering a wider network of
green infrastructure in North Northamptonshire.
3. Access to the countryside and healthy living:
A new family cycle route, 2.5 mile all-ability path
and a longer distance walking trail, are to be
created to complement the existing horseriding

facilities and Dales Wood walking trail. A new
structure celebrating green oak to cross the
landscape feature within the wood known as the
‘Gullet’ and new public toilets are also to be
constructed. Walking and cycling will be key
attributes of the centre drawing visitors from
the wider community.
4. Conservation and enhancement of archaeological
and ecological assets in Rockingham Forest: The
project will provide the next step to interpret and
promote the Forestry Commission’s nationally
important Ancient Woodland project and the Red
Kite Re-introduction project, both based here.
The archaeology of the forest will also be
celebrated with careful restoration of parts of the
ancient woodbank and coppice system. The coppice
system will supply traditional products for
charcoal burning, and will provide the woodchip
to power the modern and sustainable woodchip
heating system installed as a precursor to the
project in the summer of 2005. The project will
create a sense of place for the new communities
growing up within the boundaries of the Forest,
notably around Kettering and Corby.

BYWAYS FORMING A MESH OF RECREATIONAL
OPPORTUNITIES ACROSS THE LOCAL LANDSCAPE,
ALONGSIDE CANALS AND RIVERS, THROUGH
WOODLANDS, PARKS AND MEADOWS.
Photograph ©RNRP Elaine Jaggs

The initiative responds to the anticipated
increased use of the countryside that will come
with the new housing and development in
Northamptonshire, and also the views
expressed during the extensive consultation
undertaken last year to provide the foundation
for the Draft Rights of Way Improvement Plan.

Photograph ©RNRP Mike Finn-Kelcey

Photograph ©RNRP Elaine Jaggs

Connecting People and Place aims to address
some of the key themes that local people and
organisations identified for the future
management and enhancement of the County’s
broad range of rural routes including:
• Working towards the creation and
development of a more accessible network
• Supporting improvements that contribute to
people’s health and enjoyment
• Improving and creating links between communities
• Providing the information that users need and
want about their options
• Getting people outdoors and away from their
and other people’s cars!

Photograph ©RNRP Mike Finn-Kelcey

Images courtesy of Forestry Commission / Forest Enterprise

Some people say that the journey to a destination
is often more exciting than arriving. This new
project, Connecting People and Place is being
delivered by the Rights of Way team at
Northamptonshire County Council for the RNRP
and aims to do just that for selected routes and
green corridors through the local landscape.

Preliminary work is already underway for the
first phase with parish and town councils
around Crick, Hartwell, Helmdon, Desborough
and Higham Ferrers to select the best ways of
enhancing paths for journeys to shops, schools
and open spaces.

Better signs/signage, improvements for wildlife
and more access friendly paths are all in the
pipeline. Wherever possible the routes will be
upgraded to meet the needs of wheelchair users
and cyclists.
As the work progresses, new leaflets and
information panels will be developed with local
groups to promote walking, cycling and horse
riding in and around the county’s countryside.
Altogether greener, safer and more attractive
ways to reach your destination will be the
result. Let’s hope that the journey was almost
as good as the destination!

www.rnrp.org
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THE RNRP AT THE BBC
SPRINGWATCH EAST EVENT

BREATHING SPACES

IN THE FOREST OF MARSTON VALE, BEDFORDSHIRE.

THIS IS AN EXCITING NEW PROJECT TO PROVIDE A SERIES OF PROJECTS (‘NEW
ENVIRONMENTAL ZONES’) THAT FORM A GREEN CORRIDOR FOLLOWING THE RIVER
NENE AND ESSENTIALLY CONNECTING THEM VIA ROBUST GREEN LINKS TO THE
URBAN CENTRES OF NORTHAMPTON AND WELLINGBOROUGH AT EITHER END.

D

This will be achieved through targeting current
green spaces which can then be restored or
improved through enhancement and connection.
The vision is that the river corridor will benefit
from a large sustainable urban drainage system
(SUDS) that will provide the canvas for developing
an area for biodiversity and recreation with a
strong focus on sport and Healthy Living.
Previously derelict/inaccessible waterside
spaces will be sustainably managed, allowing
and inviting the public to experience their wonder.
‘Magnet’, or ‘catalyst’ sites- a variety of cutting
edge, exciting spaces, relevant to the particular
area- will occur at strategic points along this
network, encouraging participation in the
scheme.
ENGAGING PEOPLE AND LEADING THEM
FROM THEIR DOORSTEPS OUT INTO THESE
EXCITING OPEN SPACES THAT THEY WILL
WANT TO COME BACK TO AGAIN AND AGAIN,
INTEGRATING THEM INTO THEIR DAILY LIVES.
Green bridges, new trails for people and
wildlife and opportunities to open up more
navigable links and moorings will increase
accessibility throughout the area. Public
transport linkages will be increased,
furthering these goals of increased connectivity
throughout, and encouraging people to leave
their cars behind.

Sustainable farming and forestry will also play
a vital role; the project will engage farmers and
landowners to create a holistic landscape working
towards the same positive beneficial goals.
Leisure facilities, from picnic sites to visitor
attractions, will be developed, building on the
past, present, and future use of this area of the
Nene Valley.
Focussing on these sites within the county is of
particular relevance, as contained within it are
several SSSI and potential SPA sites. Breathing
Spaces will embrace these sites and look to
increase their value as important, useable
elements of this landscape, turning the rural
environment into a sustainable asset.
Associations with the 2012 Olympics are also
envisaged, with sites potentially being used as
hold facilities.

The urban regeneration projects look at
improving the existing urban green spaces/
routeways (lighting/ signposting etc.) whilst
weaving new community gardens, public
allotments and parks into the urban fabric.
The full concept document for the Breathing
Spaces proposal is available to download from
the rnrp web-site.

Supporting this, the RNRP hosted a stand at the
Forest of Marston Vale Event in Bedfordshire.
This took place on the Saturday, a gloriously
sunny day that attracted around 8,000 people.
Activities included pond- dipping, bird and
butterfly walks, story- telling, bug making, face
painting, mini- beasts and badge- making.

ENTICING, ENABLING, ENCOURAGING
PEOPLE TO GET OUT AND INTO THE
COUNTRYSIDE.
ACCESS FROM YOUR DOORSTEP.
URBAN TO RURAL; RURAL TO URBAN.
THE COUNTRYSIDE PERMEATES
URBAN SPACES. URBAN LIVES
FLOW INTO THE SURROUNDING
COUNTRYSIDE.

Photograph © BBC 2006
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DID YOU SPRING INTO ACTION THIS MAY WITH
THE BBC? BILL ODDIE, KATE HUMBLE AND
SIMON KING AGAIN WATCHED SPRING
ADVANCE ACROSS THE COUNTRY TO BRING
VIEWERS CLOSER TO SOME OF BRITAIN’S
FAVOURITE WILD CREATURES WITH THEIR
SPRINGWATCH SERIES AND SURVEY ON BBC2.
As part of this campaign the BBC hosted 15 flagship events across the country on Saturday and
Sunday 2nd/ 3rd June with the aim of inspiring
people to really involve themselves in activities
and participate in their growing countryside.

Photograph ©RNRP Helen Lowery

‘WINNING DESIGN BY ALEXX PYM’

‘RUNNER UP BY OLIVIA BLACKLEY’

BBC BREATHING PLACES CAMPAIGN

BBC Breathing Places logo © BBC 2006.

These events also marked the launch of the BBC
Breathing Places campaign, which aims, with the UK’s
leading wildlife organisations, to transform 50 000
places for wildlife and people over the next 3 years.
In 1829, JC Loudon had a wonderful idea for London.
He drew up a plan to enable everybody to have a green
space no more than a quarter of a mile from their
home. He called these green places ‘breathing places’.
Photographs ©RNRP Helen Lowery

The RNRP held a ‘Design Your Fantasy Outdoor
Space’ postcard making competition, and a poll
that encouraged people to tell us where to invest
our funding by ‘voting’ for their favourite projects
with the ‘RNRP Bank of Inspired Spaces’ money
that they were given. A Wetland Wilderness Fun
Park won the vote, followed by A Woodland
Adventure. Results of the postcard competition
are pictured here.

His vision was never realised…
This is similar to the concept behind the RNRP and its
Green Infrastructure ideas, and is also the aspiration of
the BBC campaign. Breathing Places has a simple
purpose; to inspire people to create and care for green
places where they live. They are offering Big Lottery
grants for people to create Breathing Places near
them. In the words of the campaign’s project executive,
Paul Manners, ‘Engaging communities and enriching
lives is now as important to us as the informing, educating and entertaining. We aim to do this through our
range of broadcast services- from BBC1 to local radio
to children’s output to online and everything in
between- but also through working much more effectively with other organisations who are committed to
supporting communities’.
On the 14th June the RNRP hosted an event at Kirby
Hall near Corby which brought its partners and
Northamptonshire’s environmental and conservation
networks together for a presentation by the BBC on

the campaign. This highlighted the current lack of
activity in Northamptonshire on the BBC web-site, but
brought out the energy and enthusiasm within the
various organisations to rectify this, and the desire to
work together, and integrate smaller, community
projects into the wider fabric of the county- building on
the overall green infrastructure picture.
The RNRP has submitted bids for Phase 1 of the
breathing places grants programme. If this is
successful the RNRP will be uploading its
projects onto the BBC Website.
To find out more about getting involved in
Breathing Places, whether for funding or to see
what’s happening near you, contact the RNRP for
advice, or visit the RNRP website www.rnrp.org
where a copy of the BBC campaign presentation
is available for download. Alternatively visit the
BBC website at www.bbc.co.uk/breathingplaces.
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SPARC

THE STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS IN RIVER CORRIDORS (SPARC)
PROJECT IS DESIGNED TO PROMOTE THE INTEGRATED MANAGEMENT
OF RIVER CORRIDORS IN NORTHERN EUROPE.

D

The project will provide advice and understanding
for regenerating river corridors and enhancing
their natural, cultural and historic environments, and undertake a series of projects in
various northern European countries which
will all demonstrate appropriate best practice
approaches. The SPARC project was developed
by the Strategic River Corridor Partnership
(SRC) for the East Midlands. The RNRP team
played a leading role in developing the main
Interreg IIIB project, supporting the lead
partner coordinating the bid submission – The
Environment Agency of England and Wales (EA)
The RNRP is one of 3 UK projects, within a
variety of partners projects across the United
Kingdom, Denmark, The Netherlands,
Germany and Sweden. Our main role is testing,
developing and sharing our innovative
approach to the development of Green
Infrastructure within an river network and our
associated delivery projects set within the
Nene Valley.
SPARC OBJECTIVES ARE:
• To develop transferable approaches for
increasing co-operation between stakeholders,
including the general public, in the management
of river corridors at all scales (local to
trans-national).
• To identify organisations and individuals
appropriate to the scale of work being undertaken,
and to elaborate on the mechanisms for these
organisations and individuals to meet, reach
consensus, and exercise control over river
corridors.
• To demonstrate and communicate the practical
application of integrated management strategies
through a series of partner-led river basin
restoration or regeneration projects.
The project is co- funded by European Regional
Development Fund through the Interreg IIIB North
Sea programme and project managed by the EA.

OUTPUTS FROM SPARC:
•methods for setting up and working with
local partnerships
•methods for conserving environmental
resources
•methods and a tool kit for monitoring the
environmental impacts of restoration projects
•Promotion of sustainable flood plain
management (GI)
•Promotion of recreation and tourism

FIRST SPARC TECHNICAL SEMINAR GOTHENBURG, SWEDEN - 19TH JUNE 2006
Gunnared City District Administration in
Gothenburg held a seminar on Public
Participation in River Basin Management. This
was run as part of the Strategic Partnerships in
River Corridors (SPARC) project, and provided an
opportunity for the project partners to come
together.
The day focussed on the Gunnared contribution to
the SPARC project: the construction of a new
water treatment system for the Larjean Gardens
complex.

SPARC has several systems in place in order to
achieve these outputs. A series of 7 technical
seminars have been programmed, the first of
which took place in Gothenburg, Sweden on
19th June 2006, where Gunnared City District
Administration held a seminar on the subject of
Public Participation in River Basin Management.
This also focussed on the Gunnared contribution
to the SPARC project: the construction of a new
water treatment system for the Larjean Gardens
complex. You can visit www.rnrp.org for a
review of this event.

Johanna Jarl, Local Project Co-ordinator said,
“The seminar was an excellent way to meet
other European colleagues. Public participation
is an issue that affects all of us and sharing of
our experiences is extremely valuable”

There will also be a series of less formal
bilateral exchange opportunities whereby the
various partners arrange events to discuss
their individual projects. A project appraisal
system “SPARC Check” is another useful tool,
allowing projects within SPARC to be assessed
within a common framework.

SECOND SPARC TECHNICAL SEMINAR,
NORTH JUTLAND, DENMARK. 11TH-13TH
SEPTEMBER 2006
The second of the SPARC technical seminary,
hosted by North Jutland County, Denmark,
focused on catchment modelling, the role of
economic instruments, and promotion and
information, and on wetland creation.

Information on all of these can be found in the
SPARC website (www.sparc-project.org), which
has been set up as an invaluable hub to access
and co-ordinate all activity from within the project.

These themes were demonstrated by projects
carried out by the North Jutlands County,
particularly in the Halkaer Valley, where
landowners and the public were engaged to
replace increasingly unsustainable farmland
with a large expanse of wetland. This wetland
reduced the damage caused by from high levels
of nutrients in the water on the adjacent fjord.
It also provided a valuable biodiversity, tourism
and education resource for the area.

On here you can also (note web logs are
password protected and not available to the
general public) download the latest newsletters and technical reports.

Delegates visited the water treatment system
at Larjean Gardens and were given a tour of the
surrounding river corridor by Lars Arvidsson of
Gothenburg City Museum.

This impressive project not only challenged
partners, but provided the opportunity for
recommendations and ideas to be fed back into
the project, cementing the approach to
transnational partnership working.
The next of the seminars will take place in
November, at the Institute of Geo- and BioArchaeology in the Netherlands looking at the
role of monitoring in wetland creation and
partnership working.

for details visit www.rnrp.org
Copyright © west Sweden district administration of Gunnared

SALCEY
FOREST
TREE TOP WAY
GENTLY FROM THE FOREST FLOOR TO A CROW’S NEST LOOKING
D CLIMBING
OUT FAR ACROSS THE FOREST CANOPY, THE NEWLY OPENED SALCEY
FOREST TREE TOP WAY IS TRULY INSPIRATIONAL. A HEAD FOR HEIGHTS
AND A LITTLE ENERGY IS ALL VISITORS OF ALL AGES AND ABILITIES NEED
TO GET UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL WITH OAK TREES THAT WERE PLANTED
IN NAPOLEONIC TIMES.
The construction of the Tree Top Way drew on
traditional skills, using green oak cut from our
woods and milled locally, whilst coupled with the
innovative use of lightweight steel bridges. Local
construction firm, Pauley’s erected the structure
in just 12 weeks. Rising gently from the ground
with frequent standing platforms, it acts as a
metaphorical bridge between the ground and the
sky, giving visitors a new perspective on the natural
world. One of the highest in England (20m at its
maximum height), this treetop way is one of the
few to welcome pushchairs and wheelchair users.
300m long and 2m wide, it also allows for 2-way
traffic, whilst giving people the opportunity to
pause, rest, and contemplate this altered stature.
AND- with added wobble designed in to increase
the whole experience!!!
The project, fully funded by the DCLG, and in
partnership with the Forestry Commission, is the
first major Signature Project to have been
implemented through the RNRP and one of the
first greenspace delivery projects in the Milton
Keynes & South Midlands growth area. It has
proved to be a major attractor to the Forest, seeing
over a thousand visitors a day when it opened.

creatures as slow worms and lizards, and rare
black hairstreak butterflies. Visitors can also cycle
or walk on the newly upgraded paths and routes.

From the top of the structure you have a sensational
view of Salcey Forest and the Northamptonshire
landscape. The forest is home to such fascinating

QUOTE FROM CLAIRE HOPPER,
LOCAL NORTHAMPTON RESIDENT

The River Nene Regional Park received recognition
by the East Midland Regional Assembly and was
awarded a certificate of merit which recognised in
particular the work delivered by the Forestry
Commission at this exciting, developing
greenspace in Northamptonshire.
FANTASTIC VIEWS NOTWITHSTANDING - MY
LASTING IMPRESSION OF THE TREE TOP WALK
WAS THE SHEER DIVERSITY OF THE VISITORS:
ALL AGES, ALL FITNESS LEVELS, FROM ALL
WALKS OF LIFE, FROM SEEMINGLY SEASONED
RAMBLERS, FAMILY GROUPS WALKING OFF
THEIR SUNDAY LUNCH AND EVEN A KIDS
NATURE DISCOVERY GROUP.
ONE OF OUR PARTY EVEN BUMPED INTO AN
OLD ACQUAINTANCE FROM YEARS AGO WHILST
STANDING AT THE TOP OF THE VIEWING TOWER.
EVEN OUR DOGS THROUGHLY ENJOYED IT!
A REWARDING SUNDAY AFTERNOON OUTING
THAT I WOULD THOROUGHLY RECOMMEND.

Photographs ©RNRP Mike Finn-Kelcey
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UPDATE ON TANGIBLE
PROJECTS 2005 - 2006

HAS BEEN RAPID ON TAKING LAST YEAR’S PROJECTS, AS
D PROGRESS
REPORTED IN THE PREVIOUS EDITION OF SPACE TO COMPLETION. TO RECAP
ON THESE PROJECTS, AND REPORT ON THEIR PROGRESS, PLEASE READ ON…..
SALCEY FOREST – Phase 1: This project comprised resurfacing of key trails and footpaths within
the site, the construction of new play equipment, a
new wildlife hide and the restoration of the
medieval lawn for grazing.
SALCEY TREE TOP WAY: Due to the early success
of the first phase of investment in this site, further
funding was secured from GAF for the
development of an innovative ‘Tree Top Way’; a
timber and steel structure rising 20m into the
woodland canopy, accessible to wheelchairs and
pushchairs. The project was completed in autumn
2005 and is a very heavily used and valued asset.
NENE WAY: The Nene Way is a long distance
footpath, at the heart of the River Nene
Regional Park. Its redevelopment has ensured
that sustainable links are maintained with
adjacent communities. The GAF funding
enabled these enhancements, including kissing
gates, footbridges, finger posts and way
markers, access bridges and safety barriers on
five key sections of the route.
LAND ADVISOR: Since June 05 a land advisor
has been in post, advising landowners on
environmental management and access issues,
and ensuring that relationships with the owners
of 95% of the county are maintained, and that
the environment in the River Nene Regional
Park improves. The project has given land
management advice for over 3 000 ha, and 500
ha have been bought into environmental
stewardship agreements, ensuring sustainable
positive land management.
STANWICK LAKES: This former gravel
extraction site has been restored to promote
recreation, access and biodiversity. Repairs to
the disused railway line running through the
site have transformed this into a surfaced green

Photographs ©RNRP Mike Finn-Kelcey

way, linking the site to wider communities.
Exciting and unusual play and adventure
equipment has been installed, and a car park
and ranger’s lodge have been constructed. The
site is now open to the public and provides a
well used GI resource. Due to the success of the
project, Stanwick Lakes has secured further
funding (see pgs5&6).
BARNES MEADOW: Before the inception of the
project, this site was a misused and underused
urban Local Nature Reserve with a low biodiversity
value. The project has improved the biodiversity
value of the site by transforming the area into a
complex of permanent pools, channels and
seasonal scrapes to attract wading birds and
invertebrates. Coupled with access improvements, this project has raised the profile and
improved peoples’ perception of the area to
deliver an attractive community greenspace within
walking distance of Northampton town centre.
CHESTER FARM: This site includes a Scheduled
Ancient Monument, Deserted Medieval Village,
and historic farmyards, house and gardens. Prior
to the commencement of the project, the land and
buildings were used for agriculture. The project
has involved bringing the land into positive
environmental management, with associated
improvements to agricultural infrastructure.
Vehicular access and a car park have opened up
the site to the public from Spring 06, and repair
works to the farm buildings, roofs and stone walls
have been completed. Archaeological survey and
interpretation enable visitors to appreciate the
archaeological and heritage features, which
represent over 2 000 years of history. The ongoing
development of the site has been secured with
further GAF 2 funding (see pgs5-6).

MARTIN MOORE: The change of use from
agriculture has enabled the development of a
community woodland linked to the Brampton
Valley Way, part of the SUSTRANS network. Two
phases of planting have been put in; a mix of local
species of trees and grassland have created a
diverse habitat including wildflower grassland,
scrub and woodland.
KINGFISHER LODGE: Increasing numbers of
schools and community groups to Barnwell
Country Park indicated a need to provide a
purpose built education centre. Essential
equipment, including pond dipping nets, id charts
and computer equipment has been purchased, and
a ‘nature’s recycler’ package has been developed.
Also included in the project has been furnishing
the building and constructing disability access
routes. The lodge is also used for public and
training events, and available for hire by the local
community, providing a multi use facility.
GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE: The River Nene
Regional Park has undertaken an assessment
for the provision of green spaces and green
networks within Northamptonshire, in response
to the Milton Keynes and South Midlands
growth proposals, and focussing on the need for
a strategic approach to planning Green
Infrastructure. These studies have been
delivered in two phases, to complement the
work of the Local Delivery Vehicles for the north
and west of the county respectively. These
studies meet regional and sub-regional
aspirations with regards to Green Infrastructure
in the growth area, and will deliver a clear strategy
leading national agenda on GI for green space
within Northamptonshire to inform the emerging
spatial planning documents.

D

MIND
THE GAP

DEFINING THE IMPORTANCE AND
IMPLEMENTATION OF GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
(GI) FOR SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES.

A broad range of representatives
from all sectors involved with the
Milton Keynes and South Midlands
(MKSM) growth area came together
in Northampton on the 23rd
September 2005 to discuss the need
for green space provision. Hosted by
the River Nene Regional Park
(RNRP) Initiative and championed by
the Environment Agency the event
focused on
• HOW GI PROJECTS CAN
BE IMPLEMENTED
• THE PROMOTION OF THE MKSM
GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE GUIDE
• THE LAUNCH OF THE
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE GI PROJECT
AND THE CORBY PILOT STUDY FOR
CONSULTATION AMONGST
PRACTITIONERS
• PROVIDING EXAMPLES OF KEY GI
PROJECTS WITHIN THE MKSM AREA
• PROMOTING THE RNRP INITIATIVE
Over 200 delegates attended from
across the MKSM and the LondonStanstead-Cambridge-Peterborough
growth areas. The event proved to be
a great success and highlighted
positive moves and issues that need
to be tackled in order to drive the
delivery of GI forward.

DR RON LINFIELD, NORTHERN
AREA MANAGER FOR THE
ENVIRONMENT AGENCY, CHAIR OF
THE MKSM - ENVIRONMENT &
QUALITY OF LIFE (EQOL) – SUB
STEERING GROUP AND CHAIR OF
THE CONFERENCE STATED -

“The event provided the opportunity
for a broad range of representatives
from the MKSM growth area to discuss
the need for green infrastructure
and a sustainable approach to the
growth agenda. This highlighted the
development of positive and proactive
working relationships to issues that
need to be tackled to achieve
sustainable growth that maintains
and enhances our environmental
assets. This is further highlighted by
the development of the River Nene
Regional Park Initiative which is
leading the delivery of GI ‘on the
ground’ whilst setting this within a
wider framework.”

The opportunity for delegates to
comment on the varied presentations
by key Regional speakers provided a
forum for discussion and best
practice sharing, based on delivery of
GI through structured workshops.
This was a very positive exercise and
highlighted various key issues,
informing the ongoing development
of GI and its tangible delivery’.
With
overwhelming
feedback
regarding the benefits of the
conference, the RNRP has now set
the benchmark for future RNRP and
GI events. The next 12 months will
see several key events to continue
the evolution and transferability of
GI by the RNRP initiative.

DETAILS OF THE RNRP’S
FORTHCOMING GI EVENTS CAN
BE FOUND ON THE RNRP
WEBSITE AT WWW.RNRP.ORG

The conference further provided the
perfect stage for an overview of GI,
from the strategic level as illustrated
by the MKSM GI guide produced by the
MKSM EQOL group, filtering down to
the good practice delivery of GI’on the
ground’ projects as demonstrated by
James Russell, Woodland Development
Manager, Forest of Marston Vale and
Kevin Stannard, Forest District
Manager from Forest Enterprise.
Photographs © RNRP
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RIVER NENE REGIONAL PARK

1

BARNES MEADOW
WETLAND CREATION

LAND
ADVISOR

D FINISHING TOUCHES ARE NOW BEING MADE TO

IN THE LAST YEAR MUCH HAS BEEN ACHIEVED TO ENGAGE FARMERS
AND LANDOWNERS IN THE PROGRESS OF THE RNRP AND TO HELP
THEM ACCESS FUNDING FROM VARIOUS SOURCES, WITH THE AIM TO
ENHANCE THE GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE OF NORTHAMPTONSHIRE.

D

The role of the Land Advisor for the RNRP is
varied and interesting and encompasses
anything from practical ecological surveying on
farms to liaising with other advisory and
conservation organisations.
Environmental stewardship, a scheme run by
the Department for the Environment Food, and
Rural Affairs (DEFRA), has been a valuable
tool to encourage environmental improvements
in the countryside. Entry Level Stewardship
has been available to all landowners and is a
straightforward way of preserving and enhancing
valuable habitats and species on farms. It also
provides protection for archaeological, historical
and landscape features which have become
more scarce over recent years. As stewards of
the countryside, landowners are best placed
to provide these benefits for both rural and
urban communities. Higher Level Stewardship
is available to some landowners and is strictly
targeted to preserve and re-create the landscapes,
species and habitats that are characteristic of the
different areas throughout the country. Over
the last year, The Land Advisor has advised on
over 3,000 hectares of land, and has secured,
through applications submitted for landowners
for environmental works over the next ten years,
an income in the region of £950,000.

Advice has been available for many purposes,
including Rural Enterprise Scheme applications,
one of which led to the planting of the Oundle
Maize Maze at Armston which opens in July for
its first year. For further information see
www.oundlemaze.co.uk . Access and recreational
uses for farmland provide important supplements
to farm incomes, and promote the role of
farmers as carers of our countryside.
The RNRP has also secured funding for a
Green Infrastructure Environmental Grant
Scheme which will be administered by the
Land Advisor and available for applications in
the autumn. For further information visit the
website at www.rnrp.org

Photographs ©RNRP Mike Finn-Kelcey

THE WETLAND RESTORATION WORKS AT BARNES
MEADOW ON THE EDGE OF NORTHAMPTON.
This Local Nature Reserve (LNR) is managed by
The Wildlife Trust on behalf of the Northamptonshire
County Council and was awarded £90,000 of
funding from the Growth Area Fund (DCLG).
Under the banner of the River Nene Regional
Park this project aimed to provide enhanced
green infrastructure on the Nature Reserve.

Fencing has now been erected to prevent
livestock, which are essential for grassland
management, from walking on the cycle path.
New access gates and welcome panels have been
installed to provide improved access and some
interpretation of the wildlife and historical value
of the area.

Although this site lies very close to the Town
Centre it has previously been underused. The
completed access and landscape improvements
will encourage use of the site by families and
employees seeking a relaxing break, whilst providing
excellent habitat for birds and other wildlife.

The site is already establishing well following
the the earthworks and new growth is already
covering the bare areas. Wetland plants like bull
rush and water plantain are already colonising the
wet areas and yellow wagtail and snipe are making
the most of the excellent feeding areas in the
wet mud.

Close working with the Environment Agency and
the Rural Development Service ensured the
completion of the project within the schedule.
Additional benefits included flood attenuation
and fishery improvements. Lying within the
boundary of the site of the Battle of Northampton,
which took place during the Wars of the Roses,
archaeological expertise has been essential to
the success of the project. The battlefield is of
national importance and the works were
carefully designed, and implemented in order to
respect the existing heritage value. Last autumn,
Weldon Plant Ltd joined the team as project
partners and carried out major earth moving and
engineering works, transforming the site into a
complex of permanent pools, ditches, seasonally
wet scrapes and grassland.

Building on the successful restoration at Barnes
Meadow and at other sites in the Valley The
Wildlife Trust has launched its vision for
Biodiversity in the Nene Valley. This vision
received widespread support at a recent launch
event attended by representatives from local
government, business, landowners and government
agencies. Protection and enhancement of existing
resources and the creation of new habitats and
access facilities were seen as essential components
for creating a valley rich in wildlife for the
enjoyment in everybody. The need for
partnership working was highlighted as the
cornerstone of this vision, and the RNRP
initiative was acknowledged to be the best
vehicle to facilitate delivery through the sharing
of aspirations and expertise.
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Photographs 1, 2, 4, 5, & 6 ©RNRP Mike Finn-Kelcey
Photograph 3 ©RNRP Janet Jackson
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RNRP
BRANDING
THE NEED TO EXPEL ANY AMBIGUITY SURROUNDING THE REGIONAL PARK, IN
PARTICULAR THE NATURE AND FUNCTION OF THIS ‘PARK’ HAS BEEN
CONTINUALLY DISCUSSED AS THE RNRP HAS DEVELOPED AND GROWN.

D

The idea of employing a design team to create a
‘brand’ for the RNRP was put forward by the
Stakeholder Steering Group (SSG) and
consequently, in January this year, a brief was
sent out to 12 design studios, from
Northampton and further afield,
inviting them to tender. In its aim to
establish a greater visibility
and presence for itself,
the main pointers
of the brief
were to:

•‘CREATE A VISUAL IDENTITY FOR
THE RNRP, GIVING THE INITIATIVE
A RECOGNISABLE FACE FOR THE
GOVERNMENT, PARTNERS, BUSINESS
AND THE PUBLIC TO SEE.’
• THIS VISUAL IDENTITY TO BE USED BY
THE TEAM, BUT SHOULD ALSO WORK
AS A ‘KITEMARK’ THAT SHOULD
ACT AS A VISUAL SIGNATURE
ON ALL PROJECTS DELIVERED
BY THE RNRP AND PARTNERS.’
•‘THIS SHOULD ENCAPSULATE THE GREEN SPACE
AND QUALITY OF LIFE
MISSION OF THE INITIATIVE,
AND REFLECT THE
EXCITEMENT AND VIGOUR
BEHIND THE WORK AND
PROJECTS THAT EMBODY
THIS MISSION.’
The brief provoked great
interest in the project, and a
sub- group of representatives
from the RNRP team and
the SSG had the difficult job
of choosing five agencies to
invite to a further presentation
stage. During this initial
stage, marks were awarded on
various criteria, including,
‘understanding of brief’, response
and analysis’ and ‘design ideas’.
Some interesting and vibrant visuals
were already emerging at this stage,

Copyright © Rockingham Forest Trust

and it was generally clear that much
‘brainstorming’ and research had already
taken place.
The presentations took place in March, and
provoked lively ‘discussions’ throughout the day.
Much thought had obviously been devoted to the
definition of the RNRP and how this could be
best represented visually to appeal to all
sectors from the business/ private areas to
encouraging public interaction with the
projects. In certain cases where opinion had
been more divided at the early stages, a
dramatic development had taken place within
the proposals, whereas in other instances a
strong, exciting presentation that seemed to
have understood exactly the aspirations of the
exercise, could come crashing down with the
final visual.
Eventually, a decision was made to go with
Impact, a Northampton- based studio who
expressed an extremely business-like approach
to the concept, some innovative ideas for the
web site, an interesting way of developing the
name, whilst demonstrating a visual that could
successfully operate as a ‘kitemark’ flexible
enough to be translated in a variety of
ways- from carving into a sign in the woods- to
face-painting on children!! An inspired review of
the name, involving retaining the River Nene
Regional Park, but diminishing its importance
whilst adding the strap-line ‘Inspired Spaces’
also appealed to the sub-group.
The concept of Impact’s logo was born from the
use of a spiral, indicating the universality of this
symbol in nature, and the continuous, unbound
concept of the Regional Park, with its spiralling
projects that will continue to develop over time.

WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

